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Former Aide to Pro-Russian Ukrainian
PM Seriously Injured in Moscow Car
Blast
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A onetime spokesman to former Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov was hospitalized in
serious condition Friday after an explosion beneath his SUV in southern Moscow, the second
such explosion in the country in two days.

Russia’s Investigative Committee confirmed that Sergei Zavorotny, 72, was driving the
vehicle when the blast occurred and was taken to a Moscow hospital. Kommersant said he was
driving on Kirovogradskaya Ulitsa in the Chertanovo district and that passersby gave him first
aid.

Investigators opened an attempted murder case. Kommersant said preliminary findings
indicated that a magnetic bomb had been attached beneath the SUV and reported that
investigators were looking into possible involvement by Ukrainian intelligence services.


https://tvrain.tv/news/v-sledkome-podtverdili-chto-za-rulem-vzorvannogo-v-moskve-avtomobilja-byl-sergej-zavorotnyj-578352/
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JKepTBol B3pbIBa aBTO B MOCKBE CTaJI ITpecc-CceKpeTapb ObIBIIEr0 YKPaUnHCKOTO
npembepa AzapoBa. CK Bo36yaut gemo CK mogTBepauia nHGOPMAIIUIO O B3PhIBE
aBTOMOOWIISI Ha KMPOBOTPAZCKOM YIUIlE B CTOTUUHOM YepTaHOBO. [10 paKrTy
IIPOM30IIIEeAIIero Bo30y>KIeHO YTOJI0BHOE JIeJT0, 110 KAaKOM MMEHHO CTaThe — He
yTouHsieTcst. TACC co CChIITKOM Ha ITPAaBOOXPAaHUTEIbHBIE OPTaHbI ITUIIIET, YTO B
pe3yibTaTe B3pbIBa IIOCTPaai ouH yeaoBek. Mash, SHOT, Baza u «OcTOpO>KHO,
HOBOCTU» YTBEP>KOAKT, UTO peusb uneT o Cepree 3aBOPOTHOM — IIpeCcC-
cekpeTape ObIBIIIEr0 IpeMbep-MUHUCTPa YKpanHbl HUKoMast A3apoBa.
TeserpaM-KaHajIbl YTBEP>KIAIOT, UTO IO JHUIIE MAIIMHBI ObITIO 3aJI05KEHO
camojieJIbHO€e B3PbIBHOE YCTPOUCTBO. COTJIACHO JPYTOY BepCUU, TTIPUUNHON
B3pbIBa CTajJla HEMCITPAaBHOCTH ra30BOr0 000pY/I0BAHUS aBTO.

— HoBas raseta EBpona (@novayagazeta_ eu) November 13, 2026

There was no immediate comment from Ukraine on Friday.

Born in the Russian Far East city of Khabarovsk, Zavorotny worked as a foreign correspondent
in Latin America for the Moscow-based tabloid Komsomolskaya Pravda during the Soviet era.
He later became Azarov’s top aide.

He moved to Russia after the 2014 Maidan Revolution that toppled President Viktor
Yanukovych and went on to voice pro-Kremlin and anti-Western views.

U.S. intelligence previously identified Zavorotny as an officer in Russia’s Foreign Intelligence
Service, according to a U.S. Senate Intelligence Committee report on Russian interference in
the 2016 presidential election.

In 2018, Zavorotny presented a book he co-wrote about Yanukovych’s downfall at the Biblio-
Globus bookstore in Moscow. The book’s title portrayed the events of 2014 as a surrender to
the U.S. State Department.

In 2019 a Ukrainian court sentenced Yanukovych to 13 years in prison in absentia for treason,
and Kyiv later placed sanctions on him and Azarov.

Zavorotny called the sanctions against his former boss emblematic of "a kind of Ukrainian-
style McCarthyism, where local authorities simply 'snap to attention' and carry out the orders
of their overseas supervisors,'" in comments to Russia's RBC newspaper.

The Moscow blast came a day after a car bomb killed a Russian serviceman in St. Petersburg.
The local broadcaster 78.ru reported that the victim was a colonel in the Russian Aerospace
Forces.

Another Russian military officer was killed in a car explosion in the same St. Petersburg
neighborhood in August.
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