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Negotiators from Russia and Ukraine meet in Abu Dhabi on Nov. 10, 2026. Sputnik / Grigory Sysoyev /
Pool via REUTERS

Russian and Ukrainian delegates gathered in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday for a new round of U.S.-
mediated peace talks, though expectations for a breakthrough remain low as Russia appears
determined to continue fighting rather than negotiate a settlement to the war, now in its fifth
year.

White House special envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner are once again mediating the
talks, which last through Wednesday. Both men have held a series of meetings with officials
across Europe and Russia in recent weeks as they engage in a renewed charge of shuttle
diplomacy.

Delegates from Russia and Ukraine last met in Geneva in February, but further negotiations
were put on hold following the outbreak of the U.S. Israel war against Iran. Since then, Ukraine
and Russia have dramatically ramped up their attacks on each other’s territory, inflicting
significant economic pain and a growing human toll.



Kremlin adviser Vladimir Medinsky, an arch-conservative who previously served as Russia’s
culture minister, is again serving as the chief negotiator of the Russian delegation. The team
also includes senior military and intelligence officials.

Related article: Who Is Vladimir Medinsky, the Kremlin’s Key Negotiator in Istanbul?

Shortly before Tuesday’s opening session with Russian officials, Ukrainian delegates met with
European and NATO representatives in Abu Dhabi. Ukraine’s chief negotiator, Rustem
Umerov, posted a photo of the sit-down on Telegram, saying that officials gathered to “align
our positions and coordinate steps ahead of the next phase of talks.”

The primary focus of the latest round of negotiations, Umerov wrote, includes a “cessation of
hostilities, reliable post-war security guarantees, Ukraine’s economic recovery and
development, as well as humanitarian steps.”

A source in Russia’s delegation told Reuters that Moscow hopes the Abu Dhabi talks will lay
the groundwork for key elements of a post-war security framework for Europe.

U.S. officials also told the Financial Times that they are looking to resolve the Ukraine war and
broader security arrangements for the continent in tandem, but emphasized that European
officials should have a seat at the table, something that Moscow has so far rejected.

On Monday, Kushner, U.S. President Donald Trump’s son-in-law, described a potential
framework for Europe in broad terms, saying the United States would seek
“stronger consultation, reliable crisis communications, greater military transparency and
reciprocal measures to reduce escalation risks.”

The shift toward post-war security arrangements and European involvement sets this latest
round of talks apart from those that were held earlier, which focused largely on messy
territorial disputes between Russia and Ukraine, as well as other issues directly related to the
conflict.

European leaders, meanwhile, have increasingly sought a role in the Trump administration’s
peace push. Last month, Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Støre and Finnish President
Alexander Stubb held a phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin to discuss the war, a
move that drew criticism from some of their European counterparts.

Reports suggest U.S. officials are now looking to persuade Moscow to include European
representatives directly in future talks, especially given the growing emphasis on developing
a long-term security architecture for the region. However, European consensus remains
elusive, with persistent disagreements over how to engage Russia.

Related article: Finnish, Norwegian Leaders Call Putin Ahead of Ukraine Peace Talks

The focus on security also raises questions about the fate of Russia’s broader demands,
including territorial concessions, demilitarization and major political changes in Kyiv.

Putin has shown no sign of backing away from his goal of seizing the entirety of eastern

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/11/10/who-is-vladimir-medinsky-the-kremlins-key-negotiator-in-istanbul
https://t.me/umerov_rustem/604
https://www.ft.com/content/352539b3-41fd-4418-a171-43975897ec0e?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/11/09/kremlin-rejects-european-role-in-upcoming-abu-dhabi-talks-a94207
https://x.com/jaredkushner
https://www.politico.eu/article/ukraine-russia-peace-talks-us-demands-europe-joins-next-negotiations/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/11/10/finnish-norwegian-leaders-call-putin-ahead-of-ukraine-peace-talks


Ukraine’s Donetsk region, which, along with neighboring Luhansk, forms the Donbas.
Moscow considers the Donbas historical Russian land and has made full control a non-
negotiable demand, with Putin vowing to secure it either by force or at the negotiating table.

Ukraine has rejected ceding any territory currently under its control as a prerequisite for
peace. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky maintains that territorial matters can only be
negotiated in a direct meeting with Putin, who, for his part, continues to question Zelensky’s
legitimacy.
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