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Chief Russian negotiator Vladimir Medinsky in Geneva, Switzerland during Ukraine peace talks on Feb.
18, 2026. Harold Cunningham / AFP

Russian and Ukrainian delegates will meet in Abu Dhabi next week as part of efforts to
negotiate an end to the war, the Kremlin confirmed Tuesday, after the United States said it
would once again stand in as a mediator between the two countries.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters at a daily briefing that the trilateral talks,
the first to take place since negotiations stalled in February, will be held next Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Peskov said presidential adviser Vladimir Medinsky, an arch-conservative who previously
served as Russia's culture minister, will continue to serve as the chief negotiator of the
Russian delegation.

White House special envoy Steve Witkoff said earlier that the United States would "mediate
working-level negotiations" in Abu Dhabi to advance President Donald Trump's "mission to
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end the war."

In a post on X, Witkoff said the talks will "focus on post-war security arrangements, de-
escalation, humanitarian efforts and next steps toward peace."

Witkoff added that American negotiators also plan to meet with French, German, British, EU
and NATO representatives in Brussels this week to discuss security guarantees for Ukraine,
which would be part of Europe's broader post-war security framework.

A senior U.S. official told Reuters that Witkoff and Trump's son-in-law, Jared Kushner, are
expected to represent the U.S. in Abu Dhabi.

Related article: Putin Releases American Jailed in Russia, Agrees to Trilateral Peace Talks as
Witkoff Visits

Witkoff, who has engaged in a frenzy of shuttle diplomacy on both the wars in Ukraine and
Iran in recent months, met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg last month
to restart talks to end the Ukraine war.

Following that meeting, Russian officials said a new round of trilateral negotiations would
take place in Abu Dhabi sometime in November.

Trump, who vowed to end the war on day one of his presidency, has so far struggled to broker
a peace deal between Russia and Ukraine.

In recent weeks, the American leader has leveled increasingly harsh criticism at Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky while claiming Putin is interested in signing an agreement.

Zelensky has resisted pressure from the White House to turn over his country's land in
exchange for peace with Russia, arguing that doing so would only encourage further Russian
aggression.

Putin, meanwhile, continues to demand that Ukraine cede full control of the partially
occupied Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine as a prerequisite for any ceasefire agreement — a
condition Kyiv has repeatedly rejected.

While U.S. negotiators are looking to broker an end to the war before the end of the year —
something they had also hoped to do last year — Ukraine and Russia remain far apart on key
issues in their negotiations, including territorial questions and those related to post-war
security guarantees.

Reuters contributed reporting.
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