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Finnish President Alexander Stubb and Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Støre held a
phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday to discuss ongoing efforts to end
the war in Ukraine, a move that, while coordinated with Kyiv, some European leaders
criticized.

Moscow confirmed the call shortly after officials in Helsinki and Oslo released statements
about the conversation, which marks the first time a leader from one of Ukraine’s European
allies spoke to Putin since French President Emmanuel Macron’s phone call with the Kremlin
chief in July 2025.

Stubb’s office said he and Støre initiated the call in order to “discuss Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine and the diplomatic efforts to end the war and promote peace and
stability in Europe.”

https://www.presidentti.fi/en/president-stubb-and-prime-minister-store-held-a-phone-call-with-president-putin/


It said the aim of the outreach, made in consultation with Ukraine, was “to convey messages
directly regarding future negotiations to help to end the war to President Putin,” adding that
it was also “related to the upcoming meetings to be held in Abu Dhabi.”

“In the call we stressed the importance of de-escalation,” Støre’s office said in its statement
about the call with Putin.

Related article: Russia and Ukraine Trade Deadly Strikes as Oleshky Ceasefire Begins

Both Finland and Norway said their leaders were speaking as representatives of their
respective countries and did not speak on behalf of Europe as a whole.

Still, the phone call with Putin was met with criticism from some European leaders.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said she was “very skeptical” of the initiative and
did not believe Russia wants peace with Ukraine or Europe.

“I think we should keep Europe together instead of going solo,” Frederiksen said, according
to Danish media. “We should stand together and speak with one voice and defend ourselves
against Russia.”

In its own statement, the Kremlin said Putin “reiterated the root causes” of his decision to
order the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

He also “drew attention to the confrontational policies of EU and NATO member states, which
he noted serve to prolong the hostilities,” it added.

Stubb, Støre and Putin discussed security and stability in the Baltic Sea and Northern
European regions, the Kremlin’s readout added. The three leaders agreed to maintain direct
contact moving forward, it said.

Related article: ‘Still Just a Child’: The Russian Teenagers Fighting and Dying in Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he spoke to Stubb and Støre following their call
with Putin, adding that he was “grateful for the detailed briefing and for their active support
for our diplomacy and the peace efforts we are pursuing together with all our partners.”

Zelensky emphasized that the Finnish and Norwegian leaders told Putin that concrete steps
needed to be taken in order to de-escalate the war, especially when it comes to attacks on
energy infrastructure ahead of winter.

“Russia must stop dragging out the war,” he wrote in a post on social media.

Tuesday’s phone call comes a week after Stubb and Støre met with U.S. special envoy Steve
Witkoff and Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky in Oslo. The purpose of the Oslo talks
was to mend strained relations between Kyiv and Washington, as well as to seek a new path
out of the war.
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Witkoff later met with Putin in St. Petersburg to report on progress in efforts to end the
conflict. The Kremlin said it is willing to resume U.S.-mediated peace negotiations in Abu
Dhabi as soon as next month, though no exact dates have been set.
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