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Russian political scientist and election expert Alexander Kynev is unable to walk after being
denied crutches at a Moscow detention center, a journalist who received a letter from him
said.

Kynev, who was arrested in late September on drug charges, has been transferred to
Moscow’s Pre-Trial Detention Center No. 4, known as “Medved” (“Bear”), journalist Gleb
Yarovoy said. His leg was reportedly broken during his arrest.

“He writes that he is still in a cast and has about three more weeks to ‘walk’ around in it.
Except he can’t walk,” Yarovoy wrote.

Kynev also said he was being held in quarantine and receiving no information about the
outside world, according to Yarovoy.

https://www.facebook.com/gleb.yarovoy/posts/pfbid033keJsGaXNwFntYBiWueSvS4h58Gmyt74eXd3tsZF1DMib1rLv2ww2qUiZKNmkGEwl


Moscow’s Perovsky District Court ordered Kynev into pre-trial detention on Sept. 25 on
charges of attempting to sell a large quantity of drugs. He denies wrongdoing and faces
between 10 and 20 years in prison if convicted.

The legal news Telegram channel Slovo Zashchite reported that Kynev suffered two fractures
to his shinbone after being beaten during his arrest and was taken to the hospital at Moscow’s
Matrosskaya Tishina detention center. His lawyer, Mikhail Biryukov, previously said he could
neither confirm nor deny that account.

Related article: Moscow Police Arrest Political Expert Alexander Kynev on Drug Charges

The Medved detention center, in Moscow’s Yuzhnoye Medvedkovo district, previously held
opposition politician Ilya Yashin while he was under investigation for spreading “false
information” about the Russian military, the investigative outlet Agentstvo noted.

Other former inmates include police rights activist Vladimir Vorontsov, former monk Nikolai
Romanov and Andrei Bykov, the former head of the Federal Penitentiary Service’s research
institute.

Yelena Masyuk, a former member of the presidential human rights council, previously
documented allegations of extortion and abuse at the facility, including beatings by fellow
inmates and cases in which prisoners were driven to suicide.

Kynev remained in Russia and had regularly commented on the Sept. 18-20 State Duma
elections before his arrest.

He estimated that turnout would have been around 40% and the ruling United Russia party
would have won no more than 35% of the vote without electoral fraud. He also warned that
the party’s record haul of 349 seats could backfire.

A specialist in Russian regional politics and elections, Kynev previously taught at the Higher
School of Economics and headed independent election monitor Golos’ analytical department.

The Justice Ministry designated him a “foreign agent” in February 2026, accusing him of
spreading false information about government policies and the electoral system, as well as
cooperating with an organization designated “undesirable.”
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