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Ksenia Maximova was ranked among the world’s 50 most successful models in the 2000s, but
today is better known as a prominent figure in Russia’s anti-war movement in London. 

Since 2022, Maximova has worked to support Ukraine, help anti-war Russian emigres and
refugees in Britain and collaborated with the Russian Anti-War Committee. More recently,
she became a rare Russian-born figure to enter British politics after she was elected as a
Liberal Democrat councillor in London.

On Monday, Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) opened a criminal case against her,
accusing her of participating in a “terrorist organization” and claiming that the Russian
Democratic Society, which she co-founded, collected money and other assistance “in the
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interests of the Kyiv regime.” 

Maximova, 40, was also placed on Russia’s wanted list and added to its register of “terrorists
and extremists.”

In an interview with The Moscow Times, Maximova discussed entering British politics as a
Russian immigrant, her work supporting Ukraine and why she is considering running for
Parliament. 

This interview has been edited for length and clarity.

The Moscow Times: Does being added to the list of ‘terrorists and extremists’ affect your
political career?

Ksenia Maximova: I’d say it’s more no than yes. Everyone in the U.K. has been incredibly
supportive. Sometimes it even feels like a bit too much, to be honest, given how many
messages my colleagues have been sending me. There’s an expression: ‘Wear it as a badge of
honor,’ but I’d rather have a different kind of badge of honor. 

First, I was put on a wanted list, then I was designated a ‘terrorist and extremist.’ Technically,
it should have happened in the opposite order: first the charges, then the designation and
then the wanted list. It’s also possible that at some point I’ll end up on an Interpol list and
that could cause some problems when crossing borders. The biggest problem is that I still
have family in Russia, and that’s what worries me. 

MT: How much did you expect to be directly targeted?

KM: Honestly, I expected it. There’s even a joke that if you’re still not designated as a ‘foreign
agent,’ an ‘undesirable organization’ or an ‘extremist,’ maybe you’re actually working for the
FSB and someone is protecting you.

MT: When you became a municipal councillor, it was seen in exiled media as a success story —
an example of someone from Russia getting involved in Western politics and integrating into
society. How did it feel from your perspective? 

KM: For me, it was a logical next step. At some point, I realized that if I wanted to work on
Russia-related issues, it made sense to do it from within British politics. Constantly trying to
push things from the outside wasn’t very effective. I also wanted firsthand experience of
Western politics — to understand how it works and what it’s like to be part of a Western
political party. 

It’s actually been a real eye-opener. My first experience was with the Russian anti-war
opposition, but so much of it seemed to be about undermining each other and fighting among
themselves — this constant territorial behavior, arguing over who has the right to what and
who controls what. 

Then I joined the Liberal Democrats, and I don’t know if every party is like this, but people
immediately started helping me. They explained how everything worked, supported me and
kept checking in to make sure I understood what I was doing. It was a real shock to the system.
I thought: ’This is what political participation can actually look like.’ I’ve been trying to bring



some of that back into the Russian opposition movement — to foster more of a culture of
mutual support. [The Russian Democratic Society] has always worked that way, thankfully,
and it still does. But I’d like to see more of that across the Russian anti-war movement as a
whole.

Also, there are already quite a few municipal councillors with Russian roots. I’m definitely not
the first. Sometimes I even felt a little awkward about how much attention it got: ‘Oh, a
Russian municipal councillor!’ There have been others before me, there are some now and
there will be more.

MT: How do you balance your work as a municipal councillor with your work in the Russian
anti-war movement? 

KM: I clearly need to find a way to streamline things — that’s what I’m thinking about now,
as I don’t have enough time. 

As for my work as a municipal councillor, you could say we inherited our district at the worst
possible time. We were elected in May and then we had an absolutely brutal drought all
summer. I was visiting Kyiv and my constituents were messaging me saying: ‘All our parks
are on fire.’ And I had to deal with it. Then we were told that the local council didn’t budget
any money for firefighters or for maintaining water levels in the ponds. Everything dried up
and the animals were dying. 

An enormous number of requests keep coming in. The economy is doing badly across the
country, people are struggling financially and a lot of people are losing their homes, so I also
have to deal with social housing cases. Those are considered some of the most difficult cases. I
was actually used to this from my human rights work, because every now and then random
people would somehow get hold of my contact details — both Russians and Ukrainians.
Imagine, a completely random person you’ve never met or even heard of lands in your inbox
and says: ‘I’m a refugee,’ or ‘I’m about to be deported,’ or ‘I’m having problems with my
visa.’ And you just try to figure it out and help however you can. It’s basically the same thing
here, except now the British have been added to the mix. 

I originally decided to run for the municipal council because it seemed like the natural path
toward eventually running for Parliament. I’m still figuring things out, but I’ve now
submitted an application to become a parliamentary candidate. The next step is to sit down,
learn our policies and take the tests I need to qualify.

As for my anti-war work, I suppose you could say it’s broader in scope. There’s a diaspora
organization, a committee in the British Parliament and an interparliamentary alliance on
Russia that I’m currently putting together. Much of this is really about [shaping] Western
policy toward Russia. I also work as a Russia expert — we produce reports and analysis and
then use them for advocacy, whether that means pushing for sanctions or finding ways to
support Ukraine.

Related article: ‘There Will Be No Beautiful Russia of the Future Unless We Take
Responsibility’: Activist Anastasia Shevchenko
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MT: Speaking of supporting Ukraine, could you tell more about your trips there?

KM: I’ve been spending a lot of time there lately. I stayed for about a month and a half on my
last trip. I’m a British citizen, so I can travel there freely, although there are obviously limits
on how long I can stay.

It’s simply easier for me to do my work from there because so many experts, journalists,
politicians, decisionmakers, stakeholders, foundations and NGOs are concentrated in Kyiv.
When you’re working on Russia- and Ukraine-related issues from the West, you have to chase
people around and seek out the relatively small number of people who are actually working on
these issues. 

I also wrote a post saying that Ukrainians don’t necessarily hate Russians who are anti-war
and doing something useful for Ukraine — and I got absolutely slaughtered on social media
for it. A lot of people assume that Ukrainians simply hate all Russians, full stop. But that’s not
what I’ve experienced. I’ve had no problems staying there, and I can continue my advocacy
work on Russia from Kyiv without any issues.

Obviously, there are airstrikes, and lately they’ve become even more intense. It’s hard to get
used to. Everyone is chronically sleep-deprived. Nobody goes to shelters anymore, because
otherwise you’d basically be living there. 

I feel a little strange in Europe after coming back from Ukraine. You return and realize that,
broadly speaking, people are preparing for war, but at the same time, there’s still very little
readiness to take concrete action or, for that matter, allocate a budget for it. People who
haven’t experienced this firsthand still seem to operate at a much slower pace. You want to do
something, but you don’t know where to start. The Russian anti-war community has been
sounding the alarm in the West for years. I’ve realized that there’s a particular nuance here.
Even though I grew up in the West from my teenage years onward, I did grow up in Russia
before that. When you spend part of your life in Russia, you’re left with this feeling that you
always need to be prepared, ‘just in case.’ It’s this underlying state of alertness that you carry
with you and the West simply doesn't have that. Several generations of people in the West
have grown up completely at ease and now getting them to see things differently is incredibly
difficult.

As for our reports on Russia, it’s not that the [West] doesn’t want to listen, we actually get
commissioned to produce them. But the whole system and institutional structure simply isn’t
set up to respond quickly to changes.

Related article: Even in Exile, Russia’s Political Opposition Struggles to Rise Above Its
Divisions

MT: You said you’re considering running for Parliament. Could you tell us more about your
plans and what it’s like building a political career as an immigrant, starting at the local level?

KM: I had absolutely no problems. I joined the party and about six months later decided to run
for office. People actually encouraged me to do it and explained how the process worked. Not
once did anyone suggest that the fact that I’m Russian might be an issue. 
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I found that voters actually really wanted to talk about international politics. People are
anxious and don’t understand what’s going on. During the campaign, I had a few doorstep
conversations where I asked people about their concerns and they said things like: ‘Can you
get rid of Trump?’ or ‘Can you bring down petrol prices?’

There was one time when someone asked me how I felt about the war in Ukraine. It was
January and I had just come back from Kyiv, so I replied: ‘I’ve just been freezing in Ukraine
along with everyone else, so I hope that answers your question.’ That was basically it. I was
actually surprised. I had expected that at some point someone might make an issue of [my
nationality]. I even told our team that maybe we should make it clear that I work with Ukraine
and support it. But in the end, nothing happened at all.

As for the Parliament, I think I need to weigh the pros and cons and consider how much I’d
actually be able to do, and how effective I could be, particularly in continuing my human
rights work and work on Russia. MPs are being pulled in so many different directions right
now — they have international issues, national issues and then all the local issues in the
constituencies they represent.

On the other hand, if you’re an MP, you’re a British politician and you have a certain level of
influence. I think our party, the Liberal Democrats, could do quite well at the next election
because Labour and the Conservatives are unpopular, while the Greens haven’t really
managed to push their agenda through. [Nigel] Farage has also weakened, although he could
still regain some strength. So we’re basically the centrists, with a relatively conservative
economic position but liberal values. People are tired of all the extremes, and I think we
certainly have a chance. 

So, I’m also interested to see what happens at the next election.
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