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The U.S. House of Representatives on Wednesday passed a sweeping sanctions and tariff bill
intended to increase economic pressure on Russia over its invasion of Ukraine, sending the
bill to U.S. President Donald Trump to sign into law more than a year after the late Senator
Lindsey Graham first introduced it.

The bill, now called the "Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026" to
honor the South Carolina Republican, passed the Senate last month. The House passed it by
262 to 159, as 58 Democrats broke with party leaders to join all but seven Republicans in favor.

The legislation targets Russia's energy and defense industries, as well as its "shadow fleet" of
tankers that evade existing sanctions, in order to deprive Moscow of funds used to pay for its
war against Ukraine.
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It faced opposition from House Democrats because it also authorizes Trump to impose stiff
tariffs of up to 100% on China, India and other countries to reduce their dependence
on Russian oil and gas, as well as to extend sanctions on Iran. They argue that Trump already
has the authority he needs to impose sanctions on Russia, but has chosen not to do so.

Related article: Belarus Frees 25 More Political Prisoners in Return for U.S. Sanctions Relief

Democrats also say the bill makes it too easy for the U.S. president not to impose sanctions by
declaring that doing so is not in the national interest, a much broader presidential power than
in most sanctions bills.

House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries said the legislation had so many loopholes that
sanctions harming Russia might not be applied. "What this legislation will do is give Donald
Trump, perhaps, unfettered authority to unleash tariffs on the American people," the New
York lawmaker said as he announced he would vote no.

But backers said the bill, a rare piece of legislation to pass with significant support from both
parties, will send an essential message to Russia — and the world — that Washington
continues to support Ukraine, helping to force Moscow to negotiate.

"Today, we are now one step closer to securing Lindsey's vision of enduring peace in Ukraine
and beyond," Republican Representative Michael McCaul of Texas, a lead sponsor of the
legislation, told the press conference after the House vote.
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