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Drone Downed in Lithuania Was Russian
and Likely Aimed at Ukraine, President
Nauseda Says

September 16, 2026

Military police vehicles stand parked near the site where a NATO fighter jet shot down a drone near
Pratkunai village, Lithuania. Lithuanian Army / Reuters

A drone that was shot down by a NATO fighter jet in the skies above Lithuania for the first
time was likely directed at Ukraine and veered off course, Lithuanian President Gitanas
Nauséda said Wednesday.

“Most likely, it was a Russian drone intended for Ukraine that was diverted from its course by
Ukrainian electronic warfare measures and entered our territory, where it was shot down,”
Nauséda told reporters after a state defense council meeting.

Nauséda identified the drone as a Gerbera, a low-cost plywood long-range aerial drone used
by Russia. Gerberas are often employed as decoys to overwhelm air defenses, but they can also
carry explosives.


https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/3054232/nauseda-drone-shot-down-over-lithuania-was-russian-gerbera-headed-for-ukraine?srsltid=AU7gw4UcTl85Qc4hrWIX1CZP0VnscUOeQVoZTCnH9uHysT_Ad3MZCCk_

An Italian fighter jet that is part of NATO’s Baltic air policing mission intercepted the
unmanned aircraft over central Lithuania early Tuesday.

Russia has not commented on the incident.

Suspected Russian drones have previously been shot down over Poland, Romania, Latvia and
Estonia, all of which are NATO and EU members.

Related article: Russia Summons Lithuanian Envoy Over 'Desecration’' of Soviet Soldiers'
Graves

Lithuania’s public broadcaster LRT, citing government officials, reported that the drone
entered the country from Belarus and crossed 100 kilometers (62 miles) of territory before it
was shot down.

Belarus is not formally involved in Russia’s war against Ukraine, but it has allowed Russian
forces to use its territory as a staging ground for military operations.

Nauséda said the Lithuanian army is analyzing the drone’s electronics to determine its
targeting. He said Lithuania needs to have the means to intercept drones, but questioned the
efficiency of using fighter jets to do so.

The president also said that the security situation in Lithuania and across NATO countries
more broadly remains unchanged, but warned that “incidents, provocation, sabotage acts,
including false-flag operations” are still possible.

Reuters contributed reporting.
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