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U.S. Seeks Release of Belarusian Funds
as Trump Envoy Meets Lukashenko in
Minsk
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The White House is seeking the release of Belarusian funds that are frozen in U.S. banks,
Trump’s special envoy to Belarus John Coale told President Alexander Lukashenko during a
meeting in Minsk on Tuesday.

Lukashenko said last week that up to $44 million belonging to Belarus was “stuck at
Citibank” and called for its return. He claimed the funds were payment for shipments of
Belarusian potash, an ingredient used in fertilizers.

“Return the money! This is a disgrace for the United States. Then we will agree on more
serious things,” state media quoted Lukashenko as saying in an interview.

On Tuesday, Coale said that Citibank must release the funds and promised the Belarusian
president to resolve the issue.


https://t.me/pul_1/22699
https://belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-rasskazal-o-voprosah-v-kontaktah-s-ssha-i-uslovijah-dlja-vstrechi-s-trampom-800565-2026/
https://belta.by/politics/view/vlasti-ssha-uslyshali-zajavlenie-lukashenko-o-neobhodimosti-vozvratit-zastrjavshie-v-banke-dengi-801100-2026/

Lukashenko told Coale, who has visited Minsk multiple times since being appointed special
envoy, that his government remains open to discussing “any issues” with the United States
on the condition that “we both strictly abide by our agreements.”

Related article: Trump Envoy Said Calling Europeans ‘Pussies’ Helped Win Lukashenko Over

Belarus has sought to have U.S. sanctions lifted since Donald Trump returned to the White
House last year. The Biden administration had introduced many of the sanctions in response
to the 2020 election crackdown in Belarus and Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

The U.S. has negotiated the release of hundreds of Belarusian political prisoners in exchange
for sanctions relief since Coale initiated talks with Minsk last year. Tuesday marked Coale’s
first visit to Belarus in six months.

At the latest meeting, which Belarusian state media said lasted around three hours, Coale told
Lukashenko that Trump “fully supports everything we’re doing.”

Before traveling to Belarus, the American envoy met with Lithuanian Foreign Minister
Kestutis Budrys in Vilnius and freed Nobel laureate Ales Bialiatski in Washington to discuss
regional security and ongoing prisoner releases.

Rights groups estimate that more than 900 political prisoners remain behind bars in Belarus,
while UN experts reported Tuesday that “systematic” human rights violations exist across the
country’s entire judicial process.

“Oh, for heaven’s sake, take them,” Lukashenko told reporters last week, expressing
frustration that U.S.-Belarusian talks are “stuck” on the issue of releasing political prisoners.

Reuters contributed reporting.
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