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EU Court Rejects Abramovich’s Latest
Challenge to Sanctions

September 09, 2026

Roman Abramovich. Sergei Kiselev / Moskva News Agency

The European Union’s General Court on Wednesday rejected Russian billionaire Roman
Abramovich’s latest attempt to overturn sanctions that freeze his assets and bar him from
entering or traveling through the bloc.

Abramovich had challenged the EU Council’s decisions to renew the measures and sought
damages. The court upheld the decisions and ruled that the criteria used to impose the
sanctions were proportionate.

It was the third time the EU court had rejected a challenge from Abramovich, following
rulings in December 2023 and September 2025.

Abramovich argued that he had been sanctioned because of his public profile. The court
rejected that claim, saying the restrictions were based on his stakes in major Russian
companies.


https://curia.europa.eu/site/upload/docs/application/pdf/2026-09/cp260124en.pdf

Related article: Russian Billionaire Abramovich Takes Britain to ECHR Over Jersey Probe

Abramovich is the majority shareholder in Evraz, one of Russia’s leading steel and mining
groups. He also owns shares in Norilsk Nickel, a major producer of palladium and nickel. The
court said both companies operate in sectors that provide substantial revenue to the Russian
government.

British authorities have linked Evraz to Russia’s military-industrial complex since Moscow
invaded Ukraine. When sanctioning Abramovich in March 2022, Britain said the company
could have supplied steel to the Russian military for use in tank production.

Britain sanctioned Evraz itself in May 2022, saying the company produced 28% of Russia’s
railway wheels and 97% of its rails. It said Russia used rail infrastructure to transport troops
and military supplies to the front.

The Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project reported in 2022 that an Evraz
subsidiary had supplied $1.4 million worth of steel to Russian tank manufacturer
Uralvagonzavod under a 2018 contract.

Evraz has denied supplying products to the Russian military.

The total value of Abramovich’s assets frozen in the EU has not been disclosed. Forbes
estimated that France had frozen $340 million worth of his property on the French Riviera
and the Caribbean island of St. Barts. Portuguese authorities have also frozen a villa belonging
to him in the Algarve valued at about 10 million euros.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/09/09/eu-court-rejects-abramovichs-latest-challenge-to-sanct
ions-a93669


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/09/09/russian-billionaire-abramovich-takes-britain-to-echr-over-jersey-probe
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2025/05/26/abramovich-nachal-perevodit-biznes-v-rossiyu-a164336
https://www.gov.je/gazette/Pages/FinancialSanctionsNoticeRussia10March2022.aspx
https://www.occrp.org/ru/ficher/kompanii-abramovica-snabzaiut-rossiiskuiu-armiiu-xotia-utverzdaiut-obratnoe
https://www.forbes.com/sites/giacomotognini/2022/04/14/france-freezes-31-luxury-properties-owned-by-eight-sanctioned-russian-billionaires-roman-abramovich/

