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Anti-War NGO Reports Rise in Forced
Enlistments Across Russia
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A contract service recruitment office in Moscow. Arthur Novosiltsev / Moskva News Agency

Idite Lesom (“Get Lost”), a group that helps Russian men avoid military service, has reported
receiving a growing number of complaints from individuals who were forcibly detained and
coerced into signing contracts with Russia’s Defense Ministry.

Between Aug. 10 and 18, Idite Lesom recorded 14 separate cases from regions across Russia,
including Krasnodar, Omsk, Arkhangelsk and the Jewish autonomous district, as well as the
republics of Udmurtia and Buryatia.

According to the organization, police are detaining men on the street, at public venues and
workplaces. Reported incidents include an individual detained after a high school class
reunion, another stopped after leaving a supermarket and others picked up under the guise of
routine identity or drug checks.
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In multiple cases, men were heavily intoxicated when detained or were targeted specifically
for public drinking before being pressured to enlist in the military.

Idite Lesom spokesperson Ivan Chuviliaev said the uptick was “significant” and part of a
broader trend that began in July.

“The reason for it is likely another period of turbulence and uncertainty — hence the panic,”
Chuviliaev told The Moscow Times, pointing to growing rumors of an upcoming wave of
mobilization.

Related article: Should Russia Brace for a New Mobilization?

The Kremlin has denied any plans for a new draft campaign. President Vladimir Putin last
called up 300,000 reservists in September 2022, Russia’s first mobilization since World War
I1, triggering rare public protests and prompting tens of thousands of Russians to flee the
country.

Since then, Moscow has relied on generous signing bonuses and salaries to recruit contract
soldiers rather than announcing another nationwide draft.

The renewed speculation over another wave of mobilization comes as Russia’s offensive has
slowed to one of its lowest rates of advance and the country faces growing challenges in
replenishing its forces.
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