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Law enforcement in Georgia on Wednesday announced a criminal investigation into alleged
“sabotage” over a series of social media posts claiming systematic mistreatment of Russian
tourists, with authorities in the South Caucasus country claiming the posts are part of a
disinformation campaign aimed at undermining the local economy.

Georgia’s State Security Service (SSSG) said foreign-controlled “bot accounts” spread false
claims on X boasting about urinating and spitting in food served to Russian tourists. Foreign
media outlets later amplified the posts, the agency added without identifying the outlets in
question by name.

On Saturday, the pro-Kremlin Telegram news channel Mash, which is widely believed to have
ties to Russian security services, shared screenshots of the X posts alongside the
caption: “Don’t look at this if you’re planning to visit Georgia.”

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1730715941596460/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYNf0KnOYca5oCT2EbIb0HUtDMBf_-jUW6HGQuwLr3o8kAflKhWUdzwkQAK5s2YeD1bE1xI_4L0MNCTWoE8ftnIi4LzFu-3K_kEMFsWjoOzevDJoR5cyUuLwpdeCQA4p_wXlDJAOXJCg3DIisbOio7HnmqDf4TyBAgbMWwj2QuIgVIF9VJLZjL60iSSsoNh1HT2DRWeDEdRcg7XGTQyYq3A&__tn__=%252CO%252CP-R
https://t.me/mash/76570?single


“The goal of this targeted effort is to undermine Georgia’s economic interests by creating a
false perception through disinformation that Russian tourists face a hostile environment in
Georgia,” the SSSG said in a Facebook post.

Under Georgian law, sabotage carries a maximum sentence of four years in prison. The SSSG
said investigators are still working to identify the individuals and potential funding sources
behind the X accounts.

Related article: Some Georgians Think Russia Just Annexed Part of Their Country

According to Georgian media, the X accounts used Georgian names written in Cyrillic script —
an unusual choice given that the Georgian language uses its own unique alphabet distinct
from the Cyrillic script used by Slavic languages.

One X user who claimed to have urinated in food served to Russian tourists accessed the social
media platform via the Russian App Store, though the account’s location was listed in the
United States. While the account was created in 2011, it made its first post only on July 29.

The SSSG probe comes two days after Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze accused
“pseudo-liberal” opposition groups of spreading anti-Russian sentiments on behalf of
foreign interests.

It also follows a recent scandal that erupted after a Georgian man was arrested and fined for
hitting a female Russian-speaking tourist at a hotel in the city of Telavi.
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