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President Vladimir Putin has signed a law imposing sweeping financial, property and consular
restrictions on Russians living abroad who have been convicted in absentia, including under
legislation used to prosecute Kremlin critics.

The measure was one of several laws signed by Putin on Tuesday that expand state oversight
of Russian citizens and the economy. Separate legislation establishes a tightly controlled
cryptocurrency market and gives government agencies access to confidential data across the
food supply chain.

The new restrictions will apply to Russians convicted of any criminal offense as well as
selected administrative offenses, including violations of Russia’s “foreign agent” rules,
participation in “undesirable organizations,” “discrediting” the military, calling for
sanctions or challenging Russia’s territorial integrity.

Many of those provisions have been widely used against anti-war activists, independent



journalists and political opponents who left Russia following the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine.

The Justice Ministry will maintain an official register of people deemed to be evading
punishment while abroad, while the prosecutor general and their deputy will have the
authority to add individuals to the list.

Information from the register will be shared with agencies including the Interior Ministry,
Federal Security Service (FSB), Federal Penitentiary Service (FSIN), Federal Bailiffs Service,
Federal Tax Service, property registry and Central Bank.

Those listed will be barred from using remote banking services or accessing state and
municipal services online. Their money and other assets will be frozen, and transactions
involving their property will be blocked.

Russian embassies and consulates will also be prohibited from issuing them new passports or
most other official documents. The only exception specified in the law is a certificate
confirming that the person is alive.

Listed individuals will also be barred from registering as entrepreneurs or self-employed
workers, receiving state payments, taking out loans or authorizing others to act on their
behalf through a power of attorney.

Legal experts from the rights group Perviy Otdel previously said the scope of the restrictions
resembled “the effective deprivation of citizenship.”

“The state retains jurisdiction and control over the person and continues to demand that they
serve their sentence, but does not provide a substantial share of the rights normally
associated with citizenship,” the group said.

Related article: State Duma Passes ‘Civic Death’ Bills Cutting Off Exiled Critics From Banking
and Consular Services

Separately, Putin signed legislation legalizing cryptocurrency trading under strict Central
Bank oversight from Sept. 1.

The law prohibits cryptocurrency payments inside Russia. Digital assets may be bought and
sold only through institutions regulated by the Central Bank, including exchanges, brokers,
asset managers, cryptocurrency exchanges and digital depositories.

Investors will be required to pass a test before trading. Non-qualified investors, who account
for about 98% of market participants according to the Central Bank, will be limited to
purchases of 300,000 rubles ($3,690) a year through each intermediary.

Cryptocurrencies will be eligible for exchange trading if they have had an average market
capitalization of more than 5 trillion rubles ($61.5 billion) and average daily trading volume of
at least 1 trillion rubles ($12.3 billion) over the previous two years.

Central Bank First Deputy Governor Vladimir Chistyukhin previously said Bitcoin, Ether and
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the USDT stablecoin met those criteria.

The legislation places no restrictions on cryptocurrency use in cross-border settlements.
Cryptocurrency exchanges and digital depositories will have until July 1, 2027, to obtain the
required licenses.

Putin also signed a law allowing designated government agencies to obtain confidential
information about food producers and retailers, including their transactions, prices, sales,
revenue, expenses and profits.

The measure, which takes effect on Jan. 1, 2027, is intended to help officials track prices
throughout the food supply chain and identify the causes of sudden increases.

The government will determine which products are covered. The list is expected to include
staple foods such as meat, vegetables, milk and grains, which are among the goods tracked by
the state statistics agency Rosstat when calculating inflation.

Deputy Industry and Trade Minister Roman Chekushov previously said the data would allow
officials to quickly “limit markups on socially important goods and prevent unscrupulous
behavior by market participants.”

Retail industry representatives have warned that granting agencies access to raw transaction
data could increase the risk of confidential information being leaked.

Read this article in Russian at The Moscow Times' Russian service.
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