Putin’'s Job Approval Rating Sees
Sharpest Weekly Drop Since Ukraine
Invasion — VTsIOM
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President Vladimir Putin’s approval rating has plunged at its fastest single-week pace since
the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, according to new data released by the state-run pollster
VTSIOM.

The survey, conducted between June 22 and June 28 among 1,600 Russians, shows Putin’s job
approval rating dropping to 66.9%, down from 70.4% the prior week.

The percentage of respondents indicating they disapprove of how he is handling the
presidency stood at 21.3%, up from 19.7%.

Putin’s trust rating also saw a notable decline, falling from 76.7% to 73.3%.
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Grapples With Fuel Shortages and Blackouts

Putin’s lowest job approval rating since the start of the war was recorded in April, according
to VT'sIOM, when it fell to 65.6% amid growing frustration over constant internet blackouts
and restrictions on Telegram.

The latest figures, which coincide with a fuel shortage across Russia, follow a decision by the
state-run pollster last month to stop publishing the results of an open-ended trust survey
after that specific indicator fell to its lowest point since 2022.

Some experts say that these declines are significant given that Russians are typically reluctant
to speak candidly with pollsters for fear of retribution from the authorities if they express
views critical of the government.

Meanwhile, the independent pollster Levada Center released its own data this week
showing Putin’s job approval rating sliding to 74% in June, down from 79% in May.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/07/03/putins-job-approval-rating-sees-sharpest-weekly-drop-s
ince-ukraine-invasion-vtsiom-a93161


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/07/03/i-dont-know-when-this-will-end-as-ukraine-steps-up-strikes-crimea-grapples-with-fuel-shortages-and-blackouts
https://storage.googleapis.com/rdt/mt#/2026/06/08/vtsiom-prekratil-publikovat-realnii-reiting-putina-posle-padeniya-nizhe-30-a197611
https://theins.press/en/society/262262#2
https://www.levada.ru/2026/07/02/reitingi-iyunya-2026-goda/

