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Russia and Ukraine exchanged 185 prisoners of war each following mediation from the United
Arab Emirates, the Russian Defense Ministry said on Friday. 

The latest exchange comes almost a month after U.S. President Donald Trump announced a
large POW swap involving 1,000 soldiers on each side. In the first phase, which took place on
May 15, Russia and Ukraine each handed over 205 POWs.

Moscow’s newly appointed human rights ombudswoman, Yana Lantratova, is meeting with
the returned soldiers in Belarus, the Russian military said in a statement carried by major
news agencies.

The soldiers will be transported to Russia for further treatment and rehabilitation after
undergoing physical and mental health assessments in Belarus.

Lantratova told state-run media that, in addition to the released soldiers, three families
were returned to Russia from Ukraine, while five Ukrainian civilians returned home from
Russia.
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Related article: Russian Insurers Offer Property Protection Against Drone and Missile Damage

Ukraine’s Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners of War confirmed the
exchange, noting that more than half of the soldiers were captured in 2022, including during
the siege of Mariupol.

Two officers were among the released Ukrainian soldiers, the agency said. It added that one
Ukrainian civilian held captive in Russia since 2022 has also been returned.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky thanked the soldiers “who replenish our exchange
fund.”

“With their strength and results on the front line, they ensure our people can return home.
The work continues,” he wrote in a Telegram post.
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