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Russian and American ice hockey players will face off in Moscow on July 1 as part of a series of
matches discussed by the leaders of the two countries last year, AmCham Russia President
Robert Agee said Thursday.

President Vladimir Putin first proposed holding hockey matches between Russian and
American players in both countries during a phone call with U.S. President Donald Trump in
March 2025. The Kremlin said at the time that Trump had “expressed support” for the idea.

Speaking at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, Agee announced that the
inaugural match will take place at the Kristall ice palace within Moscow’s Luzhniki Olympic
Complex. The event will be timed to coincide with the 250th anniversary of U.S. independence,
which takes place on July 4, he added.

“We hope this will help melt the ice that formed between us,” Agee said, referring to
geopolitical tensions between Washington and Moscow.
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Related article: Trump and Putin’s Hockey Puck Diplomacy Puts Europe on Thin Ice

Agee said NHL superstar and prominent Putin supporter Alexander Ovechkin will be involved
in the event, though the full roster will be a mix of professional and amateur athletes. He did
not provide further details.

The Moscow Times has contacted USA Hockey for comment on the upcoming match.

The International Ice Hockey Federation banned Russia from all official international
tournaments following the 2022 invasion of Ukraine.

Earlier on Thursday, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that Putin continues to
play hockey “regularly.”
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