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Kyiv Says Struck Russian Pipeline and
Oil Depot

May 31, 2026

Drone strikes in the Saratov region. Telegram/Exilenova+

Ukrainian drones on Sunday struck an oil depot in southern Russia and a pumping station
hundreds of kilometres from the front, Kyiv said, with Russian officials confirming strikes in
the areas.

Kyiv has stepped up strikes on Moscow's infrastructure in the fifth year of war, hitting targets
as far as the Urals in recent weeks.

Its army said drones hit a "dispatch station of a major oil pipeline' in Russia's Kirov region
and an oil depot in the Rostov region, near occupied Ukraine.

It said the pipeline transported oil from Siberia to western Russia and Belarus.

The governor of the Kirov region, Alexander Sokolov, only said that Ukrainian drones had hit
a "facility" and caused a fire, claiming no casualties and calling for calm.
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In the town of Matveyev-Kurgan in the southern Rostov region, regularly hit by Kyiv, local
officials introduced a state of emergency over a huge blaze at an o0il depot hit by a drone.

The town's head Dina Alborova said the fire spread over 3,600 square meters, publishing
images of plumes of black smoke. She said residential houses and several shops were affected.

In Ukraine, authorities were clearing the aftermath of a Russian strike on a warehouse in
Dnipro, belonging to the popular postal company Nova Poshta.

Nova Poshta, a private courier company widely used in and outside Ukraine, said its Dnipro
branch was hit by a drone and that "the building burned down completely."

It added that no employees were injured.

"All these attacks must be stopped,' President Volodymyr Zelensky said online, posting
images of the blaze.

"All that’s needed is sufficient support for our defence and continued pressure on Russia," he
said.

Earlier this week, Zelensky urged the United States to provide more ammunition for its Patriot
air defence systems to counter Russian strikes.

Talks to end more than four years of war between Russia and Ukraine have been deadlocked,
sidelined by the Iran conflict.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/05/31/kyiv-says-struck-russian-pipeline-and-oil-depot-a92885



