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Putin to Raise Armenia's EU Ambitions at
Kazakhstan Summit, Kremlin Says
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Vladimir Putin and Armenia's Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan at a meeting in the Kremlin last month.
kremlin.ru

Russian President Vladimir Putin will travel to Kazakhstan on Wednesday for a three-day
visit, during which he is expected to address Armenia's EU membership bid — a move
Moscow has openly criticized.

Armenia has been building ties with Brussels for years, with frustration in the country over
Moscow's perceived failure to protect it during conflicts with neighboring Azerbaijan.

Last year, Yerevan passed a law formally declaring its intention to seek EU membership,
though it has yet to submit a formal application. Armenia still hosts a Russian military base on
its territory.
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Related article: In Armenia's Second City, Russian Military Outpost With a Dark Past Faces a
Precarious Future

Speaking at a press briefing attended by AFP, Kremlin foreign policy adviser Yury Ushakov
said Putin would raise Yerevan's EU aspirations at an upcoming Eurasian Economic Union
summit — a Russia-led economic bloc of former Soviet states that includes Armenia.

"Putin has repeatedly stressed that it is impossible to belong to two associations
simultaneously. It simply will not work," Ushakov said.

He added that it was equally "impossible" to expel a member state from the bloc, but that a
country could announce it was ending its "cooperation."

The consequences and risks of such a step would need to be discussed at the summit, he
added.

The Russian leader will attend the meeting alongside Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and an
Armenian deputy minister, Ushakov said.

Putin is also scheduled to speak at a forum in the Kazakh capital, Astana, on Thursday and
hold bilateral talks with Kazakh officials.

He will be joined by the heads of Russia's space agency Roscosmos, which leases the Baikonur
Cosmodrome from Kazakhstan, and nuclear giant Rosatom, which is currently building
Kazakhstan's first nuclear power plant.

Around 15 documents covering energy, economics and tourism are expected to be signed
between the two countries, Ushakov said.
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