INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Drone Strikes Force Central Russian
Refineries to Halt or Cut Output -
Reuters
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Oil refineries in central Russia have been forced to either suspend operations entirely or
sharply reduce fuel output after a wave of drone attacks over the past two weeks, Reuters
reported Tuesday, citing official data and industry sources.

Russia has already banned gasoline exports until July 31 as Ukraine ramps up its attacks
against energy sites across the country in a bid to deprive the Kremlin of windfalls from
surging oil prices.

The number of refineries targeted by Ukrainian drones has doubled since the start of the year,
Reuters said.

Several major plants in central Russia, a key refining hub supplying domestic consumers and
contributing a substantial share of fuel exports, have largely ground to a halt this month.

Among the large refineries targeted were plants in Kirishi, Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod,


https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/oil-refining-standstill-central-russia-after-ukrainian-drone-strikes-sources-say-2026-05-20/

Ryazan and Yaroslavl.

Related article: Ukrainian Drones Kill 4 and Set Ryazan Oil Refinery Ablaze

Russia’s Ryazan refinery suspended operations completely on May 15, while the Moscow
refinery shut down on May 17.

Yaroslavnefteorgsintez (YANOS), meanwhile, has been operating at around one-quarter of its
nominal capacity since last week, fuel market sources said.

Kirishinefteorgsintez (KINEF), one of Russia’s largest refineries with annual processing
capacity of 20 million metric tons, has been fully offline since May 5, Reuters said.

Another major facility, Nizhny Novgorodnefteorgsintez (NORSI), with annual capacity of 17
million tons, came under attack on May 20. It was not immediately clear whether NORSI
managed to preserve partial operations, Reuters said.

The combined annual capacity of refineries that have either fully halted or significantly
reduced operations exceeds 83 million metric tons, or around 238,000 tons per day. That is
nearly one-quarter of Russia’s total refining capacity, Reuters said.

Together, those plants accounted for more than 30% of Russia’s gasoline production and
around 25% of diesel fuel output.

The Ryazan refinery supplies a significant portion of fuel consumed in Moscow and the
surrounding region.

Sales of gasoline and diesel produced at the plant on the St. Petersburg International
Mercantile Exchange have been suspended since last Friday, exchange data showed.

The Yaroslavnefteorgsintez Oil Refinery (YANOS) has also almost entirely halted gasoline
sales on the exchange since May 8, while diesel sales have dropped by a factor of 2.5,
according to exchange data.

Other Russian facilities that could have compensated for lost output from damaged refineries
in central Russia have themselves come under attack and are operating below capacity or
remain offline, Reuters said.

Read this article in Russian at The Moscow Times' Russian service.
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