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Russian Deputy PM Questions $4 Apples
in Far East Despite Arctic Affordability
Law
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Deputy Prime Minister Yury Trutnev. Alexander Miridonov / TASS

A single large apple costs 300 rubles ($3.99) and a kilogram sells for about 1,000 rubles
($13.30) in Russia’s far eastern Chukotka region despite government efforts to make essential
goods more affordable in the Arctic, Deputy Prime Minister Yury Trutnev said Wednesday.

Trutnev, who also serves as President Vladimir Putin’s envoy to the Far East, said the prices
highlighted persistent problems with the so-called “northern delivery” system, a state-
backed logistics program intended to reduce the cost of food, fuel and construction materials
in remote northern regions.

“To be honest, that kind of price is striking,” the state-run RIA Novosti news agency quoted
Trutnev as saying during a meeting on the socio-economic development of the Chukotka
autonomous district.


https://ria.ru/20260429/chukotka-2089523439.html

“Iwould ask the Ministry for the Development of the Far East and the Arctic, after the
governor’s report, to explain to me why apples cost 300 rubles apiece. We are clearly doing
something wrong,” he said.

Related article: As Kremlin Boasts of Arctic Riches, Indigenous Peoples Struggle to Survive

Food prices in Chukotka and other remote Russian regions have traditionally been several
times higher than in European Russia because of harsh weather, long transport routes and
limited local production.

The government in 2023 adopted the law “On Northern Delivery,” along-delayed initiative
developed on Putin’s instructions and aimed at improving supplies to remote northern
territories. Officials had sought the legislation for nearly 20 years.

The program covers 19 Russian regions with a combined population of 2.16 million people and
includes 386 infrastructure facilities such as roads, railway stations, ports and transport-
logistics hubs.

Authorities said the law was meant to help address social issues by lowering the cost of basic
goods and improving living conditions in the Far North.

Related article: As Everyday Prices Creep Upwards, Russians Feel the Pinch

But complaints over shortages and high prices have persisted.

In June 2023, then-acting Chukotka Governor Vladislav Kuznetsov, who now heads the
region, said residents had complained about high food prices and restrictions on egg sales in
the town of Bilibino, where eggs were reportedly sold only upon presentation of a passport.

“The approach is like in the 1990s,” Kuznetsov said at the time.

He ordered officials to ensure the town maintained a two-month reserve supply of eggs,
including through the construction of a local poultry farm.

Kuznetsov also said locals had raised concerns about the quality and availability of medical
services. In one case, a pregnant woman had to fly to the regional capital Anadyr to undergo
an ultrasound scan.

Read this article in Russian at The Moscow Times' Russian service.
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