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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi met with President Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg
on Monday as he seeks support from Moscow amid a flurry of diplomacy aimed at bringing an
end to the war with the United States and Israel.

Putin told Araghchi, who arrived from Oman earlier in the day, that Russia was ready to do
"everything that serves your interests, the interests of all the people of the region, so that
peace can be achieved as soon as possible."

The Kremlin leader also praised the Iranian people for "fighting for their independence and
sovereignty" in the face of U.S.-Israeli attacks, which have killed more than 3,000 people in
Iran.

"Russia, just like Iran, intends to continue our strategic relationship," Putin said in
comments carried by Russian state media.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/1/us-israel-attacks-on-iran-death-toll-and-injuries-live-tracker


Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, Kremlin foreign policy adviser Yury Ushakov and the head of
Russia's GRU military intelligence agency, Igor Kostyukov, were also present at the sitdown.

Upon his arrival in St. Petersburg earlier in the day, Araghchi had told Iranian media he was
"confident" that his meeting with Putin would be a good opportunity to discuss developments
in the war and review the latest situation," according to Al Jazeera.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov, meanwhile, said it would be "difficult to overestimate"
the importance of the visit "in light of the evolving situation around Iran and in the Middle
East."

Related article: Russia Says It Can Take Iran’s Enriched Uranium. Will That Happen?

Araghchi's sitdown with Putin comes after his trips to Oman and Pakistan, where he met with
officials trying to mediate an end to the conflict.

Hopes of reviving peace efforts were dashed this weekend when U.S. President Trump called
off a trip to Pakistan by special envoy Steve Witkoff and his son-in-law Jared Kushner.

Yet, in a sign that informal backchannels remain active, Iran's Fars news agency reported that
Tehran had sent "written messages" to the United States through Pakistani mediators
detailing its red lines, including nuclear issues and the Strait of Hormuz.

On Sunday, Axios reported that Iran had floated a new proposal to end the war and reopen the
Strait of Hormuz by decoupling the maritime crisis from nuclear negotiations, which would
be postponed.

Russia is one of Iran's closest partners. It has repeatedly condemned U.S.-Israeli attacks on
the Islamic republic, calling them an "unprovoked act of armed aggression," and has insisted
that the sides resolve the conflict through diplomacy.

In 2025, Iran and Russia signed a strategic partnership agreement that includes provisions for
countering shared threats. However, the pact stops short of mutual defense obligations.

Russia has reportedly provided Iran with intelligence and advice on drone tactics since the
outbreak of war in late February. The Kremlin has denied those reports. 

While a ceasefire between Iran and the United States has held si far, the global economic
shockwaves of the conflict show little sign of receding. Iran's closure of the Strait of Hormuz
continues to paralyze the flow of oil and gas, sending prices skyrocketing and stoking fears of
food insecurity in developing nations.

AFP contributed reporting.
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