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Estonia’s top diplomat on Monday dismissed claims by Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky that Russia may be preparing to invade the Baltic states, stating there is currently no
evidence of a military buildup near NATO borders.

“We don’t see Russia concentrating its forces or preparing in any way militarily to attack
NATO or the Baltic states,” Estonian Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna told the public
broadcaster ERR.

“Rather, it is the opposite. Russia is not in a very strong position on the Ukrainian front, and
economically as well,” he added.

Zelensky told Ukrainian television on Sunday that Russia could be planning a new military
mobilization drive to either step up its war in Ukraine or invade the Baltic.

He claimed that ongoing mobile internet restrictions in Russia, which the Kremlin says are
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aimed at combating Ukrainian drone strikes and sabotage operations, are meant to lay the
groundwork for suppressing possible mass protests against another wave of mobilization.

“Why? Because one state or another, for example, a Baltic one, is not ready for a high-
intensity confrontation. Because they are small — not because they aren’t brave,” Zelensky
said.

Tsahkna told ERR that Zelensky’s comments “do not make cooperation any easier.” Estonia, a
former Soviet republic with long-strained relations with Moscow, has been a strong
supporter of Ukraine since Putin ordered the full-scale invasion in February 2022.

In December, the head of Estonia’s foreign intelligence service said there is no indication that
President Vladimir Putin is planning to attack the Baltic states or NATO despite mounting
warnings from European officials that a direct conflict between the West and Russia could
break out in the coming years.

Putin has dismissed the warnings as hysteria, insisting Russia has no interest in a direct
military confrontation with NATO. He has said, however, that Russia is prepared “right now”
to go to war with Europe if forced into such a position.
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