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A man fires a Russian drone intercepter known as a Yelka. Julia Morozova / Moskva News Agency

Authorities in northwestern Russia’s Leningrad region announced Friday a recruitment
campaign for military reservists to bolster air defenses following a recent uptick in Ukrainian
drone strikes on critical oil and export infrastructure.

Governor Alexander Drozdenko said new “mobile fire groups” will be stationed at key
facilities to counter aerial threats. He urged veterans of the war in Ukraine, as well as former
Soviet and Russian soldiers, to sign three-year contracts to man the units.

The region plans to add 54 of those air defense groups to its existing 80 units by June 1.

Drozdenko’s announcement follows repeated strikes on major oil export hubs in the
Leningrad region since mid-March. The attacks were at one point estimated to have
contributed to an overall 40% reduction in Russia’s oil export capacity, a key source of
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government revenue.

Related article: Smoke Plume Rises Above Krasnodar Oil Depot After Ukraine and Russia Trade
Deadly Barrages

Since the start of the year, air defense systems have intercepted 243 drones in the Leningrad
region, Drozdenko said this week.

“We have the longest border with the countries of the unfriendly NATO bloc,” the governor
said, referring to Estonia and Finland. “Our region has become not only a border area, but also
a frontline area.”

Senior federal officials, including Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu and
presidential aide Nikolai Patrushev, this week accused Finland and the Baltic states of
allowing Ukraine to use their airspace for drone attacks against Russia.

Those countries have denied Russia’s accusation.
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