Russian Oil Tanker Arrives in Cuba After
Trump Shrugs Off His Own Fuel
Blockade
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A Russian tanker carrying what Moscow described as a humanitarian shipment of crude oil
has arrived in Cuba, state media reported Monday, citing Russia’s Transportation Ministry.

The vessel, the Anatoly Kolodkin, is expected to unload roughly 100,000 metric tons of oil at
the port of Matanzas, the ministry said in a statement.

The delivery comes as Cuba faces a deepening energy crisis marked by widespread blackouts
after a U.S. fuel blockade sharply curtailed oil supplies in recent months.

U.S. President Donald Trump said Sunday that Washington would not oppose shipments of oil
to the island, including from Russia.

“If a country wants to send some oil into Cuba right now, I have no problem with that,” he
told reporters.


https://tass.ru/ekonomika/26932969

His remarks contradict an amendment to a U.S. Treasury Department waiver issued earlier
this month that barred transactions involving Russian oil deliveries to Cuba.

Related article: Russia Reports Fire in Strike on Major Baltic Port

While the shipment, the first of its kind to Cuba since January, could offer short-term relief,
Trump renewed his criticism of Cuba’s government, predicting it would collapse “within a
short period of time.”

“I’d prefer letting it in,” he said, referring to the Anatoly Kolodkin. “Whether it’s Russia or
anybody else, because the people need heat and cooling and all of the other things that you
need.”

Earlier, maritime tracking data showed that the ship left Primorsk port in northwestern
Russia on March 8 and was carrying 730,000 barrels of crude oil.

The Anatoly Kolodkin is listed as coming under sanctions against Russia by the United States,
European Union and the United Kingdom.

Moscow has described the deliveries to Cuba as humanitarian assistance.

Energy Minister Sergei Tsivilev said last week that Moscow would continue supplying fuel to
the island, signaling defiance of U.S. restrictions.

Cuba, which imports around 60% of its energy supply, previously relied on oil sold by
Venezuela. Those shipments ended after then-President Nicolas Maduro was captured in a
U.S. military raid.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/30/russian-oil-tanker-arrives-in-cuba-after-trump-shrugs-of
f-his-own-fuel-blockade-a92366


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/20/us-tightens-sanctions-waiver-on-russian-oil-after-tanker-reportedly-delivers-fuel-to-cuba-a92279
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/04/20/russia-reports-fire-in-strike-on-major-baltic-port
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/03/25/russian-energy-minister-confirms-oil-shipments-to-cuba-a92333

