
State Duma Passes Bill Criminalizing
Denial of ‘Soviet Genocide’
March 24, 2026

duma.gov.ru

Lawmakers in Russia’s lower-house State Duma on Tuesday passed a bill that would make it a
criminal offense to deny what authorities describe as the “genocide of Soviet people” during
World War II.

State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin said the legislation was needed to “protect historical
memory” at a time when “Western politicians are trying to rewrite history.”

“Countering the falsification of history and protecting the truth about the events of the Great
Patriotic War are among the most important tasks of State Duma deputies,” Volodin said,
referring to the Eastern Front of World War II.

If approved by the upper-house Federation Council and signed by President Vladimir Putin,
the bill would amend Russia’s law on the “rehabilitation of Nazism.”

The new offense would broadly cover denying that a genocide of Soviet citizens took place,
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endorsing such actions or publicly desecrating the memory of those regarded as its victims. It
would carry a maximum sentence of three years in prison.

The bill also amends legislation on the destruction or damage of cultural heritage sites,
extending protections to burial sites linked to alleged victims of the Soviet genocide.
Violations would carry a maximum sentence of five years in prison.

Related article: ‘Soviet Genocide’ Museum to Replace Shuttered Gulag History Museum in
Moscow

Alexander Bastrykin, head of Russia’s Investigative Committee, has been a prominent
advocate of the bill, according to independent journalist Farida Rustamova. Since 2019, the
agency has launched at least 34 criminal probes related to Nazi Germany.

Putin has frequently invoked World War II in justifying Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, arguing
it is aimed at “denazifying” the country and preventing alleged “genocide” against Russian-
speaking populations. Ukraine and its Western allies reject those claims.

Around 27 million Soviet citizens are estimated to have died during World War II.
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