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Moldova’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday summoned Russia’s ambassador to Chisinau after a
strike on a hydroelectric plant in western Ukraine earlier this month allegedly contaminated
the Dnestr River, which flows through both countries.

Law enforcement authorities in Moldova are investigating whether a March 7 drone attack on
the Dnestr Hydroelectric Power Plant, located in Ukraine’s Chernivtsi region, spilled
petroleum products into the waterway.

While Russia’s military has not claimed responsibility for the attack, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky accused Russia of targeting energy infrastructure that day, including in
the Chernivtsi region.

“The Republic of Moldova strongly condemns this attack… creating major risks for the
environment and the security of Moldova’s water supply,” Moldova’s foreign ministry said in
a statement on Tuesday.
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Moldovan media reported that the ministry presented Russian Ambassador Oleg Ozerov with
a sample of contaminated water collected from the river.

Russia’s Embassy in Chisinau has not yet commented on the incident.

Related article: FSB Arrests Russian Man Suspected of Spying for Moldova

On Sunday, the Moldovan government issued an environmental alert after contamination was
detected in the Dnestr River. Cities and towns in the north of the country, including Balti,
which has a large Russian-speaking population, have been without water for several days.

Ukraine first reported contamination of the river on March 10 near the town of Lyadova,
calling the incident a “manifestation of Russia’s environmental aggression.” 

The pollution quickly moved downstream into Moldova, where emergency teams have
installed absorbent barriers.

Authorities urged residents in several communities not to drink, cook with or otherwise use
water from the Dnestr River until further notice.

Moldova has asked the EU for help in addressing the water contamination and has deployed
its military. Neighboring Romania sent specialists and equipment to provide assistance.
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