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Varvara Voronchikhina of Russia competes in the women’s para alpine skiing slalom during day 8 of the
Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Paralympic Games on March 14. Maxim Thore / Bildbyran / Sipa USA /
TASS

Russian skier Varvara Voronchikhina secured her second gold medal of the Milan-Cortina
Paralympics on Saturday as she won the women's slalom standing, securing her nation's fifth
gold under its own flag at the 2026 Games.

Ahead of Sunday's closing ceremony, the Russians have now climbed to fifth place in the
medal table, with nine medals in total.

Voronchikhina, 23, had already won gold in the super-G and secured silver and bronze in the
giant slalom and downhill.

In total, 10 Russian and Belarusian athletes took part at Milan-Cortina, competing under their
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own national anthem and flag — a first since 2014.

Related article: Russia Fast-Tracks Ukraine War Veterans Into Paralympic Sport –
Investigation

During last week's opening ceremony in Verona, representatives of the Russian team were
booed by some spectators as they paraded behind the country's flag.

Russia was banned from the 2018 Games due to a doping scandal, although some athletes
were permitted to compete under neutral colours.

Russia and Belarus were then banned from the 2022 Paralympics following the invasion of
Ukraine, although they were permitted to compete as neutral athletes in the Paris Summer
Paralympics two years later.

Voronchikhina's victory in Monday's super-G was Russia's first gold of the Games and the
podium ceremony went off without incident.

The following day, cross-country skier Anastasiia Bagiian won gold in the women's sprint
classic vision impaired event, but German silver medalist Linn Kazmaier and her guide Florian
Baumann turned their backs during the podium ceremony in protest against the country's
inclusion at the Games.
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