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Income Inequality in Russia Approaching
Record Highs, Research Group Says
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Income inequality in Russia has reached its highest level in more than a decade, according to
an analysis by the independent research group Yesli Byt Tochnim.

The state statistics agency Rosstat initially published and later removed the inequality
measure known as the Gini Index from its January 2026 social and economic report, Yesli Byt
Tochnim said.

The group said it was able to reconstruct the indicator using other publicly available data on
income distribution.

According to its analysis, Russia’s Gini Index rose 2.2% over the past year, from 0.410 in 2024
to 0.419 in 2025, the highest level since 2012. On the scale, 0 represents perfect equality while
1represents maximum inequality.

Income inequality in Russia has risen for four consecutive years and is now approaching the


https://t.me/tochno_st/785
https://rosstat.gov.ru/storage/mediabank/osn-01-2026.pdf

record highs of 0.421-0.422 recorded between 2007 and 2010, Yesli Byt Tochnim said.

Related article: Record 155 Russians Make Forbes Billionaires List

President Vladimir Putin has set targets to reduce Russia’s Gini Index to 0.37 by 2030 and to
0.33 by 2036 — the final year he could remain in power under constitutional changes that
reset presidential term limits.

Other data in Rosstat’s report also point to a widening wealth gap.

The share of total income going to the richest 20% of Russians rose from 46.9% to 47.6%
over the past year, while the share earned by the poorest 20% fell from 5.3% to 5.2%.

The average income of the wealthiest 10% of Russians is now 15.8 times higher than that of
the poorest 10%, up from 15.5 times a year earlier.

This week, Forbes included a record 155 Russians in its annual ranking of the world’s
billionaires, marking the fourth straight year that the number of Russians on the list has
increased. Their combined net worth was estimated at $695.5 billion.
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