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A spiraling torque from the second century A.D., is displayed as part of the exhibit called "The Crimea -
Gold and Secrets of the Black Sea," at Allard Pierson historical museum in Amsterdam. Peter Dejong /
AP / TASS

Russian law enforcement authorities on Tuesday announced criminal charges against Dutch
and Ukrainian nationals over the return of Crimean gold artifacts to Ukraine.

After a decade-long legal battle, a collection of Scythian artifacts that had been on loan to
Amsterdam’s Allard Pierson Museum since 2013 was returned to Ukraine in 2023 following a
ruling by the Supreme Court of the Netherlands.

The Investigative Committee, Russia’s top investigative body, argued that the 565 museum
items had become Russian property after Moscow’s 2014 annexation of Crimea and should
therefore have been transferred to Russia once the exhibition ended.
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“Officials from the Netherlands, Ukraine and the Allard Pierson Museum thus stole these
museum items,” the Investigative Committee said in a statement, without specifying who
was facing charges.

Investigators said they launched a criminal probe into the alleged theft of items of “special
historical, artistic and cultural value” and the failure to return cultural property to Russia.

In a statement sent to The Moscow Times, the Allard Pierson Museum said it had not received
notification about criminal charges against any of its employees.

Related article: Crimean Treasures Return to Kyiv After Years of Legal Battles

The Investigative Committee said Russian law allows the prosecution of foreign nationals for
actions taken abroad if the alleged crime is directed against Russian interests.

Committee spokeswoman Svetlana Petrenko said law enforcement authorities would seek to
“identify the persons involved” in what Moscow described as the plundering of Russian
cultural heritage.

The artifacts, often referred to as “Scythian gold,” date back to the second century B.C., when
Crimea lay at the crossroads of ancient trade routes dominated by the Scythians.

Russian authorities estimate the insurance value of the 565 items at 117 million rubles ($1.5
million), though investigators said some pieces were effectively priceless because they have
no equivalents in other cultures.
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