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Kyiv Says It Thwarted Russian Plot to Kill
Ukrainian Political Figures
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February 20, 2026
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Authorities in Kyiv said Friday that 10 people were arrested in Ukraine and Moldova on
suspicion of planning to assassinate senior Ukrainian political figures on Russia's orders.

"As part of the work of a joint investigative team of Ukrainian and Moldovan law enforcement
officers, an organized group has been exposed that was preparing contract killings of well-
known Ukrainian citizens and foreigners,'" Ukrainian Prosecutor General Ruslan Kravchenko
said in a statement.

Kravchenko said law enforcement had carried out 20 searches across the country and
confiscated money, weapons, explosives and communications with Russian handlers.

Seven people were arrested in Ukraine during the raids. Three others were arrested in
Moldova, including the organizer of the alleged group.
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Moldova confirmed the joint investigation into the group, whose aim was described as being
the "physical liquidation of several public figures in Ukraine."

There was no immediate comment from Russia.

Related article: The Ukraine War Has Tied Russia's Elites Closer to the Kremlin

Ukraine named only one of the officials targeted in the operation, identifying him as Andriy
Yusov, who works on strategic communications for the Ukrainian military and coordinates
prisoner exchanges with Russia.

"The Russian side promised the perpetrators up to $100,000 — the amount depended on the
notoriety and influence of the potential victim," Kravchenko said.

Both Russia and Ukraine have accused each other of orchestrating the killings of high-profile
military and political figures.

Ukraine has publicly claimed to have been behind several assassinations, calling them
retribution for those who promote, support and facilitate Russia's invasion.
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