INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russian Teachers in 10 Regions Face
Partial Payment Delays Amid Budget
Strain

February 19, 2026
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School teachers in at least 10 Russian regions have faced delays in part of their salaries, an
independent teachers’ union told the pro-Kremlin daily Izvestia on Thursday, as widening
fiscal deficits strain public finances.

Educators did not receive January class supervision bonuses in the Chelyabinsk, Irkutsk,
Rostov, Arkhangelsk, Tambov and Ryazan regions, as well as the Zabaikalsky and Khabarovsk
regions and the republics of Karelia and Udmurtia, the Teacher union said.

The payments in question are federally funded bonuses worth 5,000 rubles ($65) a month for
teachers in cities with over 100,000 residents and 10,000 rubles ($130) in smaller localities,
union head Dmitry Kazakov told Izvestia.

Schools in the Far East Khabarovsk region where payments were delayed were instructed to


https://iz.ru/2045263/irina-ionina-valeriia-mishina/kassovyi-obryv-uchitelia-zhaluiutsia-na-zaderzhku-vyplat-za-klassnoe-rukovodstvo

conduct “explanatory work” with staff, the union said. In messages circulated to teachers,
administrators said that funds allocated from the federal budget via the Education and
Science Ministry had not been transferred in full and that delays were expected.

In the Primorye region, one teacher’s January payslip reportedly listed the bonus as an
“outstanding debt of the employer to the employee.”

Related article: Russia to Tap National Wealth Fund at Record Pace as Oil and Gas Revenues
Slump

The Education and Science Ministry said it was not responsible for schools, while the
Education Ministry declined to comment, [zvestia reported.

The Teacher union said it has appealed to the Prosecutor General’s Office with a request for
inspections and administrative penalties for labor law violations. Violators would face fines of
up to 5,000 rubles ($65) for officials and up to 50,000 rubles (S650) for legal entities.

The payment delays come amid steep rises in federal and regional budget deficits. In 2025, the
consolidated budget deficit reached a record 8.291 trillion rubles ($107.9 billion), according to
Finance Ministry data. The federal budget closed the year with a deficit of 5.7 trillion rubles
(S$74 billion), five times higher than initially planned. Regional budgets posted a combined
deficit of 1.5 trillion rubles ($19.9 billion), the highest in two decades of available statistics.

The situation is likely to persist this year, said Oleg Vyugin, a former first deputy chairman of
the Central Bank and professor at the Higher School of Economics. He said the Finance
Ministry may struggle to meet tax revenue targets as Russia enters 2026 with higher taxes
and elevated interest rates, increasing the risk of a recession.

Weaker-than-expected oil and gas revenues tied to the ruble’s exchange rate, along with
sanctions on oil exports and a continuing discount on Russia’s crude relative to Brent, have
compounded pressures on the budget, he said.

Read this story in Russian at The Moscow Times' Russian service.
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