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Nearly 2 Dozen Navalny Mourners
Detained on Anniversary of Activist's
Death

February 17,2026

Flowers laid in memory of Alexei Navalny at the Solovetsky Stone in Moscow. @sotavisionmedia /
Telegram

Police detained at least 19 people in cities across Russia as they held memorials to the late
opposition activist Alexei Navalny on the second anniversary of his death, the rights watchdog
OVD-Info said Tuesday.

Seven of the detentions took place on Monday in Ufa, the capital of the republic of
Bashkortostan. An OVD-Info lawyer said all of those detained were released later that
evening, six of whom received a written warning from the police.

In St. Petersburg, four people were detained, three of whom were charged and found guilty of
the administrative offense of publicly displaying “extremist” symbols. They were ordered to
spend up to two weeks at a detention center.


https://t.me/ovdinfo/27443
https://ovd.info/story/vtoraya-godovshchina-smerti-navalnogo-zaderzhaniya-i-davlenie-na-uchastnikov-akciy-pamyati?news_id=74231&utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)
https://ovd.info/story/vtoraya-godovshchina-smerti-navalnogo-zaderzhaniya-i-davlenie-na-uchastnikov-akciy-pamyati?news_id=74231&utm_source=(direct)&utm_medium=(none)

Navalny’s network of organizations was designated as “extremist” in 2021.

The remaining eight people were detained in Moscow, Krasnoyarsk, Volgograd and Yaroslavl.
Other memorial services were held in cities like Novosibirsk and Vladivostok, but no
detentions were reported there.

Related article: ‘We Are With You’: Thousands of Russians Gather for Navalny’s Funeral

In Moscow, one of the people detained was a minor who held up a sign reading “Russia Will Be
Free” outside the VDNKh exhibition complex. His father was charged with the administrative
offense of failing to fulfill his parental duties.

More than 80 cities around the world held events this week marking the anniversary of
Navalny's death at an Arctic prison on Feb. 16, 2024.

Britain, Sweden, France, Germany and the Netherlands this weekend accused the Russian
government of killing Navalny with a rare toxin found in South American dart frogs, known as
epibatidine. The Kremlin rejected the allegations.

Russian police detained at least 42 people on the first anniversary of Navalny’s death last year.
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