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Japan Opens New Visa Centers in
Moscow and St. Petersburg

February 12,2026

The new Japan Visa Application Center in Moscow. Sergei Vedyashkin / Moskva News Agency

Japan opened two new specialized visa centers in Moscow and St. Petersburg on Thursday to
keep up with surging demand for tourism from Russia.

Visa processing will no longer be handled by Japan’s Embassy in Moscow or its consulate
general in St. Petersburg.

Instead, Russians can apply for a Japanese tourist visa at the new centers in the two cities.

The centers are operated by VFS Global, a visa and passport administration outsourcing
company headquartered in Dubai.

Japan’s Embassy in Moscow said this week that the move was made in response to a “sharp
increase in Russian tourists visiting Japan.”
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Arecord 194,900 Russians visited Japan in 2025, nearly doubling the previous year and
surpassing the previous record of 120,000 set in 2019. Japan has also seen a surge in business
visas from Russia.

The increase comes as Russian travelers look for alternatives to Europe and other Western
destinations, which have become increasingly difficult to access since the full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022.

VFS Global said it will collect a service fee of 9770 rubles ($12.56) and introduce a digital
appointment system to avoid overcrowding. The Japanese tourist visa itself remains free for
Russians.
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