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Dozens of entities representing Indigenous peoples around the world have called on Russian
President Vladimir Putin to release a Siberian Indigenous climate advocate who is awaiting
trial on terrorism charges in Russia.

Daria Yegereva, an Indigenous Selkup woman from the city of Tomsk, was arrested on Dec. 17
after police searched her home and confiscated her electronic devices. She was charged with
“participating in the activities of a terrorist organization,” which carries a maximum
sentence of 20 years in prison.

Exiled Russian media reported at the time that Yegereva’s arrest was linked to her previous
membership in an Indigenous group that Russian authorities claim is part of the non-existent
“anti-Russian separatist movement,” which was designated “extremist” in June 2024.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rm0FZU2VcVAB9gOjyPxxw6ohCSSUppvL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rm0FZU2VcVAB9gOjyPxxw6ohCSSUppvL/view
https://www.iipfcc.org/blog/2025/12/19/international-indigenous-peoples-forum-on-climate-change-iipfcc-calls-for-the-immediate-release-of-imprisoned-co-chair-daria-egereva
https://zona.media/news/2025/12/21/egereva
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/04/26/russia-seeks-to-ban-nonexistent-anti-russian-separatist-movement-a84963


Authorities further claim that the Indigenous group is part of the Forum of Free States of
Post-Russia, which was designated as a “terrorist” organization in November 2024.

Related article: As Kremlin Boasts of Arctic Riches, Indigenous Peoples Struggle to Survive

An independent body representing Indigenous peoples at the United Nations, where Yegereva
serves as a co-chair, said she was detained in “direct retaliation for her Indigenous rights
advocacy.”

“Her arrest is completely unfounded,” the group, International Indigenous Peoples Forum on
Climate Change (IIPFCC), said in a statement on Dec. 19. It said Yegereva’s arrest came as part
of an FSB security service raid targeting 17 Indigenous leaders across Russia.

This week, nearly 40 global, regional and grassroots Indigenous caucuses and forums signed
an open letter urging Putin to release Yegereva, citing “the professional and consultative
character of her participation in international processes.”

“We do not question the competence of the relevant State authorities. [But] her detention
undermines confidence that Indigenous Peoples are able to fully participate in recognized
international and United Nations processes without fear of retribution,” the letter reads.

The signatories, including the global Indigenous representative bodies for collective UN
advocacy known as Indigenous Caucuses, said Yegereva’s work was “conducted in full
accordance with officially recognized procedures.”
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