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Around 100,000 customers in the city of Belgorod were without running water early Monday
after power surges caused by Ukrainian airstrikes on the local power grid forced two pumping
stations to go into emergency shutdown.

Repeated Ukrainian drone and missile attacks have caused major utility outages in the
southwestern Belgorod region since the start of the year. 

Belgorod region Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said Sunday that around 84,000 people in the
regional capital were still without heating, gas or electricity following multiple days of
airstrikes.

On Monday, Belgorod Mayor Valentin Demidov said emergency crews were scrambling to
restore water service to thousands of people after a Ukrainian attack caused power outages
that forced part of the city’s water supply system into a temporary shutdown.
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“About 100,000 customers were left without water in the central and northern parts of the
city,” Demidov said. Service had already been restored to some homes, he said, and work was
continuing elsewhere.

Related article: Ukrainian Airstrikes Knock Out Power in Belgorod Region for Second Time in a
Month

Governor Gladkov said freezing temperatures had complicated efforts to restore utilities.
Hundreds of centrally heated buildings must have their entire heating systems drained before
service can be safely resumed, he added.

“If we don’t do this, the damage or harm will be almost catastrophic for every resident living
in this part of the city,” Gladkov said in a video message.

On Monday, the temperature in Belgorod is forecast to drop to minus 19 degrees Celsius
(minus 2 degrees Fahrenheit) overnight.

The recent utility outages in the Belgorod region have coincided with the Russian military’s
own targeted strikes on Ukraine’s power grid amid subzero temperatures.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has accused Moscow of “trying to use cold weather
as a tool of terror.”
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