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Police and National Guard officers escort the teenager from Gymnasium No. 16. Ilfat Kinzyabayev /
TASS

Law enforcement authorities in the republic of Bashkortostan arrested a teenager after he
shot his teacher with an airsoft gun and set off a firecracker at his school in the regional
capital of Ufa on Tuesday.

Regional police said they responded to an emergency call earlier in the day after a ninth-
grader at Gymnasium No. 16 fired plastic pellets from an airsoft gun during class, striking his
teacher and three students.

The head of Bashkortostan, Radiy Khabirov, said no one was injured.

In an interrogation video released by the regional branch of Russia’s Interior Ministry, the
student, who was not identified, said he “didn’t want to inflict harm on anyone, just scare
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them a little.” He also said he had “fights” with teachers and the vice principal at his school
before the attack.

State media released images of police and National Guard officers escorting the teenager from
Gymnasium No. 16.

The regional branch of the Investigative Committee, Russia’s top investigative body, said it
had pressed multiple criminal charges, including negligence. It did not specify who was facing
charges.

Related article: 13-Year-Old Student Arrested After Stabbing Janitor at School in Tatarstan

Khabirov said the school’s administrators could be “swept out” if an investigation determines
that the student carried out the attack in response to bullying. He also said that a metal
detector at the school went off on Tuesday when the arrested student tried to bring a knife
inside.

“Why didn’t anyone detain the young man? Because most students carry metallic items, and
everyone ignores that. We’ll deal with that separately,” Khabirov wrote in a post on Telegram.

Russia has recorded at least five knife attacks at schools since the start of winter. Last month,
a teenager in the republic of Tatarstan wounded a janitor in a school stabbing.

In December, a 10-year-old Tajik boy at a school outside Moscow was fatally stabbed by a
ninth-grader in what is widely believed to have been a race-motivated attack.
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