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Russia is ready to restore diplomatic relations with Europe to pre-war levels, President
Vladimir Putin said Thursday, as ties remain at an all-time low following the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine.

Speaking at a Kremlin ceremony for newly arrived foreign ambassadors, Putin lamented that
official and business contacts between Russia and European countries had sharply
declined. Engagement on key foreign policy issues was also “frozen,” he said.

“One would like to believe that, over time, the situation will nonetheless change, and our
states will return to normal, constructive dialogue,” Putin said, emphasizing that “respect for
national interests and consideration of legitimate security concerns” were his preconditions
for a return to amicable relations.

“Russia was and remains committed to precisely these approaches and is ready to restore the
level of relations we require,” the president added. “Our relations have deep historical roots,



full of examples of mutually beneficial partnership and mutually enriching cultural
cooperation.”

Related article: France’s Macron Calls for Re-Engagement With Putin

Putin’s remarks came after Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said Friday that “the time
has come” for the EU to resume high-level dialogue with Russia.

French President Emmanuel Macron also said last month that Europe should put together a
“framework” in which to begin directly engaging with the Kremlin in the “coming weeks.”

On Monday, European Commission chief spokesperson Paula Pinho said, “Unfortunately,
we’re not seeing any signs by President Putin to be engaging... so we’re not there yet.”

European leaders previously pushed back against calls for direct talks with Putin, citing his
apparent lack of interest in genuine peace talks.

However, there are growing concerns in Brussels that Europe does not have a seat at the table
in Ukraine peace negotiations, which the Kremlin and the Trump Administration have so far
dominated.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/15/putin-says-russia-is-ready-to-restore-relations-with-eur
ope-a91691

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/15/frances-macron-calls-for-re-engagement-with-putin
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/brussels-playbook/talking-to-the-enemy/

