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Russia is preparing a new economics textbook for university students that aims to challenge
what its authors call a “myth” that democracy drives economic growth and to revive the
socialist economic theories of Soviet leader Josef Stalin, the head of a Kremlin-linked advisory
body said.

Moscow has ramped up efforts to enforce its view of history and global politics in schools
since launching its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, introducing mandatory patriotic
classes and rewriting history curricula to align with the Kremlin’s wartime narratives.

Valery Fadeyev, chairman of Russia’s presidential human rights council, told the RBC news
website that he is leading work on the textbook, which could be introduced as early as the next
academic year for students of sociology, political science and history.

The 350-400-page book, tentatively titled “Essays on Economics and Economic Science,” is
intended to present a broader view of economic development than mainstream liberal theory,
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Fadeyev said.

“Our task is not to refute anything or denounce liberalism,” Fadeyev said. “Liberalism is
simply too narrow. Our task is to show students the full complexity of life.”

Related article: Russia to Introduce Standardized School Textbooks Promoting ‘Patriotism’
and ‘Traditional Values’

Fadeyev said the textbook would avoid extensive mathematical modelling, arguing that some
highly mathematical areas of modern economics have little connection to real-world science.

The book will also challenge what Fadeyev described as widespread assumptions about the
economic benefits of democracy and the harms of protectionism.

“If we look at economic history, and this is described even in Western textbooks, economic
growth has always taken place in countries with more or less strict regimes,” he told RBC.

Fadeyev said he was not opposed to democracy but argued that Russia’s own development
took place under Soviet rule in conditions of strict political control.

A major chapter will focus on Russia’s industrialization between the 1930s and the 1960s,
with Stalin presented as the author of “Economic Problems of Socialism in the U.S.S.R.,” a
work written shortly before his death.

The textbook will also examine the ideas of Russian economists Nikolai Kondratiev, Alexander
Chayanov, Mikhail Tugan-Baranovsky and Russian Academy of Sciences member Sergei
Glazyev.

It will not, however, include the work of recent Nobel Prize-winning economists such as
Daron Acemoglu.

“They are weak,” Fadeyev said. “Economic science has withered. We need to return to the
origins.”

A separate chapter will cover the modern Russian economy, spanning what Fadeyev described
as the collapse of the 1990s, the recovery of the 2000s and the current period. The authors do
not plan to assign a specific label to Russia’s present economic system.

“Why put labels on it?” Fadeyev said.

Read this story in Russian at The Moscow Times' Russian service.
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