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Russian-supplied air defense systems in Venezuela were largely non-operational and failed to
respond to a large-scale U.S. strike that preceded an American special forces operation to
seize President Nicolas Maduro, The New York Times reported Monday.

Venezuela had started acquiring Russian-made S-300 and Buk-M2 surface-to-air missile
systems in 2009, hailing them as a way to shield the country’s airspace amid heightened
tensions with the U.S.

But the systems were not even connected to radar when U.S. forces entered Venezuelan
airspace on Jan. 3, U.S. officials familiar with the operation told The New York Times.

Related article: For Russia, U.S. Control of Venezuela Brings Reputational Blow But Limited
Fallout



https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/12/world/americas/venezuela-russian-weapons-fail.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/venzuela-chavez/russia-lends-venezuela-2-2-bln-to-buy-weapons-idUSN1345976720090913/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/24/for-russia-us-control-of-venezuela-brings-reputational-blow-but-limited-fallout
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/24/for-russia-us-control-of-venezuela-brings-reputational-blow-but-limited-fallout

The air defense systems were not networked with one another and may not have been
operational for years, former U.S. officials and independent analysts said.

Key components of the systems were in storage at the time and not deployed, The New York
Times' examination of photos, videos and satellite imagery taken after the strikes showed.

The analysis indicated that U.S. forces prioritized strikes on locations where Venezuela had
deployed or stored Buk missile systems, including sites near Caracas.

Venezuela has struggled to maintain its Russian-made air defenses due to a shortage of
Russian specialists and spare parts, which U.S. officials said were being redirected to Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

Moscow may have even allowed the systems sold to Venezuela to deteriorate to avoid a more
serious confrontation with Washington, two former U.S. officials said.

“The Venezuelan armed forces were practically unprepared for the U.S. attack,” Yaser Trujillo,
a military analyst in Venezuela, told The New York Times. “Their troops were not dispersed,
the detection radar was not activated, deployed or operational. It was a chain of errors that
allowed the United States to operate with ease, facing a very low threat from the Venezuelan
air defense system.”
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