The 5 Moscow Times

30 YEARS . INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Latvia Completes 280-Kilometer Fence
Along Russian Border

December 30, 2025
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Latvia has completed construction of a 280-kilometer (174-mile) fence along its border with
Russia, the Delfi news website reported Tuesday, citing the state real estate company that
oversaw the project.

The 17.9-million-euro ($19.6 million) project comes as part of a broader effort in the Baltic
states to strengthen border security amid heightened tensions with Russia.

Valsts nekustamie ipasumi (VNI) said work is continuing on related border infrastructure,
including patrol roads, pedestrian bridges across marshland, watchtowers and other
engineering structures.

Most of the remaining infrastructure work is due to be completed by the end of 2026.

Interior Minister Rihards Kozlovskis said Latvia is now installing high-tech surveillance and
monitoring equipment along the border to create what he described as a “modern border


https://rus.delfi.lv/57860/latvia/120100765/zaversheno-stroitelstvo-zabora-na-latviysko-rossiyskoy-granice

protection system” on the European Union’s eastern frontier.

Related article: Russia Has No Intention of Attacking NATO, Estonian Spy Chief Says

Finance Minister Arvils ASeradens said the completion of the fence and supporting
infrastructure would strengthen the operational capabilities of Latvia’s border guard service.

Latvia has already built a 145-kilometer fence along its border with Belarus.

Lithuania and Estonia are also constructing barriers along their borders with Russia, citing
security concerns linked to Moscow’s increased military posturing and what the region’s
governments describe as the weaponization of migration.

Finland is building its own fence on the Russian border, allocating $143 million for the project
and planning to secure up to 260 kilometers (162 miles) of its southeastern frontier.

Helsinki has also announced plans to construct additional fortifications, including bunkers
and shelters designed to withstand direct artillery or missile strikes.

Poland has completed an electronic barrier along its border with Russia’s Kaliningrad exclave.

The $84-million system runs along 199 kilometers (124 miles) of the land border, excluding
the Baltic Spit, where the frontier has long been monitored using electronic surveillance.

Warsaw has said the fence is needed in part to counter the risk of migration pressure, citing
the start of flights to Kaliningrad from the Middle East and Africa.
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