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President Vladimir Putin on Monday expressed his condolences to Tajikistan’s Emomali
Rahmon over the killing last week of a 10-year-old Tajik student at a school outside Moscow,
describing the attack as an “act of terrorism.”

Police arrested a 15-year-old student last Tuesday after he injured a security guard and fatally
stabbed Kobiljon Aliyev, a fourth grader, at Uspenskaya Secondary School in the Moscow
suburb of Gorki-2.

Tajikistan’s Foreign Ministry summoned Russia’s ambassador in Dushanbe the following day,
saying it believed the attack was motivated by ethnic hatred and calling for an impartial
investigation.

Russian law enforcement officials have not publicly confirmed a motive in the attack, but
according to several reports, photos found on the suspected attacker’s phone contained
“extremist quotes” and the names of far-right organizations, as well as references to the
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2019 Christchurch mosque shootings in New Zealand.

Related article: Tajikistan Calls for Impartial Investigation Into Moscow Region School
Stabbing

Meeting with Rahmon in St. Petersburg on Monday, Putin said the investigation into the
killing would be “carried through to the end” and offered condolences to the Tajik leader and
the boy’s family.

“Crimes of this nature, especially those targeting children, are particularly horrific,” Putin
said, adding that the killing had deeply shocked him.

Rahmon described the boy’s death as “unexpected” and said Tajik authorities had launched
their own inquiry. Putin said Russian investigators would keep Tajik law enforcement
informed of developments.

Last week, Telegram news channels with links to Russian security services published videos
and photos they claimed the suspected assailant took during the knife attack at Uspenskaya
Secondary School and then uploaded to social media.

In one video, the teenager encounters a group of fourth-grade students and their teacher in a
school corridor. Brandishing a knife, he asks the children about their ethnicity.

Russian media reported that the mother of the boy who was killed worked as a janitor at
Uspenskaya Secondary School.
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