AvtoVAZ Recalls Over 33K Lada Grantas
Due to Driveshaft Defect
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Lada Granata. Dmitry Yagodkin / TASS

Automaker AvtoVAZ is recalling more than 33,000 of its Lada Granta because of a potential
defect in the driveshaft of the vehicles, the company’s press service told state media on
Wednesday.

The recall applies to vehicles sold between June 6 and Dec. 12, 2025, Russia’s standards
watchdog Rosstandart said in a recall statement last week, with vehicle identification
numbers listed in an accompanying notice.

“The issue concerns a driveshaft component in one of the Lada Granta assemblies, where
there is a minimal risk of the connection loosening,” the company’s press service was quoted
as saying by the TASS news agency.

“It is unlikely that this would occur under real-world driving conditions. However, AvtoVAZ
has decided to carry out a recall campaign to fully eliminate this possibility,” the automaker
added.


https://tass.ru/ekonomika/25934547

AvtoVAZ said the potential defect is linked to a component supplier and that it had already
made changes to its production process to address the issue.

It was not immediately clear if there were any reports of accidents or injuries related to the
defect.

Related article: Yekaterinburg Court Jails 5 Leftist Activists Over Alleged Coup Attempt

The business newspaper Kommersant reported that the driveshaft defect could lead to loose
or stiff steering, and in the worst-case scenario, it may even cause the steering system to lock

up.

The Granta, a four-door sedan, is AvtoVAZ’s best-selling model, with 134,200 cars sold
between January and November, according to the company.

Experts told Kommersant they do not believe the recall would significantly affect demand for
the model.

This is AvtoVAZ’s sixth and largest recall this year.

Overall, Lada sales fell 25% in the first 10 months of the year compared with the same period
in 2024, reducing the brand’s market share to 25.5%, according to market research firm
Avtostat.

AvtoVAZ has shifted to a four-day workweek, cut wages and started laying off workers in
response to the declining sales.
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