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Russia’s Justice Ministry on Tuesday designated the German broadcaster Deutsche Welle as an
“undesirable” organization, making it the latest foreign news outlet to be blacklisted in the
country amid a broader crackdown on press freedom.

The designation bans the broadcaster from operating in Russia. Under Russian law,
individuals found to be affiliated with “undesirable” organizations face up to four years in
prison, while organization leaders risk up to six years.

The Justice Ministry did not issue a statement accompanying DW’s designation, but State
Duma lawmaker Vasily Piskaryov, who heads the lower house’s Commission of Foreign
Interference, accused the German broadcaster this weekend of spreading “anti-Russian
propaganda” and training “disinformation specialists.”

Amid reports that authorities in Moscow were preparing to blacklist the outlet, DW Director
General Barbara Massing said on Sunday that she and her colleagues would not be deterred.

https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://t.me/rusnews/77846
https://www.dw.com/en/dws-director-general-barbara-massing-russias-stance-wont-deter-us/video-75152169


“Despite censorship and blocking of our services by the Russian government, DW’s Russian
language service now reaches more people than ever before,” Massing said in a statement.

Related article: Putin Signs Controversial Law Allowing Logging Near Lake Baikal

Weeks before invading Ukraine in February 2022, Russia forced the closure of the German
broadcaster’s Moscow bureau in response to Berlin’s ban on the German-language service of
the Kremlin-funded broadcaster RT.

In March 2022, Russia’s Justice Ministry labeled DW a “foreign agent” and its website was
subsequently blocked inside Russia.

Russia introduced its “undesirable” law in 2015, using it to crack down on independent
media, opposition groups and foreign-funded organizations. Hundreds of organizations are
currently blacklisted, including The Moscow Times.

The German government condemned Russia’s ban on DW, accusing the Kremlin of “fear of
independent information, especially about the aggressive war against Ukraine.”
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