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Poland will revoke permission for Russia’s last operating consulate in the country, Polish
Foreign Minister Radosław Sikorski said Wednesday, after Warsaw accused Moscow of
orchestrating acts of sabotage against its national rail network.

“I have decided to withdraw consent for the operation of the Russian consulate in Gdansk,”
Sikorski told reporters, adding that the move was in response to two acts of sabotage that
occurred earlier this week and over the weekend.

In the first incident, a steel clamp was attached to the track in what Polish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk said was “likely intended to derail a train.” The second involved the detonation
of a military-grade explosive device as a freight train passed. No injuries were reported in that
second incident.

The closure of the Gdansk consulate leaves only the Russian Embassy in Warsaw open as
Poland continues to scale back its diplomatic ties with Moscow amid tensions caused by the
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ongoing war in Ukraine.

Related article: Poland Says 2 Ukrainians Working for Russia Suspected in Railway Sabotage

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov called the announced closure of the Russian consulate a
“manifestation of degraded relations” between the two countries.

“Polish authorities want to reduce all opportunities for consular or diplomatic relations to
zero,” Peskov told reporters at a briefing. “This has nothing to do with common sense.”

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said it would reduce Poland’s diplomatic presence in Russia in
response to the closure of its Gdansk consulate. It did not provide further details or specify
when that tit-for-tat measure would take effect.

On Tuesday, Tusk told Poland’s parliament that two Ukrainians working with Russian
security services had been identified as suspects in the sabotage acts and were believed to
have fled to neighboring Belarus.

Tusk called the incidents “perhaps the most serious national security situation in Poland
since the outbreak of the full-scale war in Ukraine.”

AFP contributed reporting.
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