30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Japan Sees Record Number of Russian
Tourists in 2025

November 19, 2025
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Tourists take pictures of the bustling Shibuya Crossing in Tokyo, Japan. EPA / TASS

Russian tourism to Japan has already surpassed its pre-pandemic peak with two months left
in the year, according to data published by the Japan National Tourism Organization.

A total of 159,300 Russians visited Japan from January through the end of October, compared
with 79,533 during the same period in 2019 and 120,000 for all of 2019.

The surge comes as Russian travelers look for alternatives to Europe and other Western
destinations, which have become increasingly difficult to access since the full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022.

Last week, Japan said it would raise visa issuance fees for foreign visitors in 2026. The current
fee is around 3,000 yen ($19) for a single-entry visa and 6,000 yen ($38) for a double- or
multiple-entry visa.

The announcement set off speculation that Japan would start charging Russians to apply for


https://statistics.jnto.go.jp/en/graph/
https://japantoday.com/category/national/japan-to-raise-visa-fees-for-foreign-visitors-in-fy2026

tourist visas. The Japanese Embassy in Russia later said it had no plans to introduce visa
charges for Russians, who can currently apply and receive tourist visas for free.

“There are no plans to charge visa fees,” the embassy told the state-run RIA Novosti news
agency, adding that applicants will be required to pay a service commission at a Japanese visa
center expected to open in January 2026.

While Japan is experiencing a broad boom in tourism, in part due to a weaker Yen, arrivals
from Russia are growing faster than those from most other countries, and they are on track to
double the total in 2024.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/11/19/japan-sees-record-number-of-russian-tourists-in-2025-a
91170


https://ria.ru/20251119/posolstvo-2055898946.html
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/1053282
https://www.tourism.jp/en/tourism-database/stats/inbound/

