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Lithuania has banned the exiled Russian rapper Morgenshtern from entering the country for
10 years, local media reported on Thursday.

Migration authorities in Lithuania told the Baltic News Service news agency that the decision
followed a written recommendation from the Lithuanian Foreign Ministry, which claimed
that Morgenshtern could pose a threat to national security.

“The entry ban on A. Morgenshtern takes effect immediately and will remain in force for 10
years,” BNS quoted a spokesperson from the Lithuanian Interior Ministry’s migration
department as saying. No other details were provided.

Morgenshtern, whose real name is Alisher Valeyev, has not yet publicly commented on the
Lithuanian entry ban. A Nov. 29 show in Vilnius is still listed on his official tour website.

https://bns.lt/naujiena/lietuva-itrauke-i-juodaji-sarasa-rusu-reperi-alisera-morgensterna-ym9sa00o
https://bns.lt/naujiena/lietuva-itrauke-i-juodaji-sarasa-rusu-reperi-alisera-morgensterna-ym9sa00o


Related article: In Photos: The Works of Conceptual Artist Erik Bulatov

Last month, Vilnius Mayor Valdas Benkunskas said he had asked the Lithuanian Foreign
Ministry to consider adding Morgenshtern to Lithuania’s list of undesirable persons, citing
his past public comments about annexed Crimea and President Vladimir Putin, as well as
Ukraine’s decision to ban him.

Ukraine blacklisted the rapper in 2021, just before Russia’s full-scale invasion, over what
authorities in Kyiv described as his promotion of violence and drug use in music.

Morgenshtern, one of Russia’s most polarizing rappers, is under criminal investigation in his
home country for failing to comply with Russia’s “foreign agent” reporting
requirements. Russian authorities seized his property and placed him on a wanted list.

Morgenshtern, who has drawn the ire of conservative groups for explicit lyrics and a
provocative personal style, left Russia in November 2021 after federal investigators accused
him of drug trafficking.

Russia’s Justice Ministry labeled Morgenshtern a “foreign agent” in May 2022, three months
after the invasion of Ukraine.
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