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Mobile internet access will be restricted in parts of the central Ulyanovsk region for the
duration of Russia’s so-called “special military operation” in Ukraine, regional authorities
said Tuesday, marking the first permanent internet blackout in the country.

The outage, which began in early November, was ordered by federal authorities and applies to
areas near sensitive government and military facilities, according to regional media. The
Kremlin has not publicly commented on the permanent mobile internet blackout.

The Ulyanovsk region’s internet restrictions also cover some residential areas, offices and
public buildings, but the exact area impacted has reportedly not been made publicly available
for security reasons.

“The decision was made to expand security zones around certain sites. The restrictions are
permanent until federal authorities decide otherwise,” the Ulyanovsk region’s Minister of
Digital Development Oleg Yagfarov told reporters.

https://ulpressa.ru/2025/11/10/v-ulyanovskoj-oblasti-vveli-polnoe-otklyuchenie-mobilnogo-interneta-v-zonah-speczobektov/?ysclid=mhuahb95i1656245909
https://ulpravda.ru/rubrics/soc/vynuzhdennaia-mera-chto-proiskhodit-s-otkliucheniem-mobilnogo-interneta
https://ulpravda.ru/rubrics/soc/vynuzhdennaia-mera-chto-proiskhodit-s-otkliucheniem-mobilnogo-interneta


Local officials said they do not have the authority to lift the restrictions or require mobile
operators to refund customers for service disruptions.

Related article: FSB Claims It Thwarted Ukrainian Plot to Hijack Military Jet

Residents of the Ulyanovsk region have reported that even some platforms on a so-called
“white list” of approved services were not working, according to the investigative news outlet
IStories. 

The white list includes government services provider Gosuslugi, Russian tech platform
Yandex, social networks Vkontakte and Odnoklassniki, online marketplaces Ozon and
Wildberries, as well as the Mir payment system.

Regional authorities said they expect Russia’s Ministry of Digital Development to launch the
white list “any day now” and are working with providers to restore services, including
banking apps, school electronic diaries and websites for local pharmacies.

Authorities encouraged residents to use wired internet connections, noting that more than
450 free WiFi points are available in the region and providers have increased staffing to
handle new installations.

Regular internet outages across Russia began in early May amid an uptick in Ukrainian drone
attacks and have expanded across a vast majority of regions, including those in Siberia and
the Far East. Authorities say the restrictions are a way to foil drone strikes.
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