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Authorities in Russia’s Sverdlovsk region have launched the first known case under a new law
that penalizes online searches for extremist materials, local media reported.

Sergei Glukhikh, a 20-year-old resident of the city of Kamensk-Uralsky, is being prosecuted
under Article 13.53 of Russia’s Administrative Code, which came into force on Sept. 1, his
lawyer Sergei Barsukov told the Eurasia News Agency (EAN).

According to the local outlet It’s My City, Glukhikh was reported to the Federal Security
Service (FSB) by his internet provider after he allegedly viewed banned materials online.

Barsukov said his client had stumbled upon information about Ukraine’s Azov Brigade and the
Russian Volunteer Corps while browsing the internet on public transport and had not
intentionally sought them out.

https://2krs.svd.msudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&op=cs&case_id=453539017&delo_id=1500001
https://eanews.ru/ekaterinburg/20251106173856/sverdlovskogo-medika-sudyat-za-poisk-ekstremistskih-materialov-v-internete


The Azov Brigade was formed in 2014 as a far-right volunteer paramilitary unit fighting
against pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine but was later reformed and integrated into
Ukraine’s national guard. Moscow has used Azov’s past extremist right-wing links to justify
what it calls its “denazification” of Ukraine.

Related article: Pro-Kremlin Figures Decry Bill Criminalizing Access to ‘Extremist’ Content

The Russian Volunteer Corps meanwhile is a far-right paramilitary unit of Russian citizens
fighting on the side of Ukraine formed after Moscow's full-scale invasion in 2022.

Both are outlawed in Russia as "terrorist" organizations.

Glukhikh, a student at a branch of the Sverdlovsk Regional Medical College, had previously
taken part in patriotic events at his school, Barsukov said.

The case is reportedly based on two images and an interrogation record. The defense claims
that FSB officers pressured Glukhikh during questioning.

A local court on Thursday returned the case to police to correct procedural errors after FSB
and Interior Ministry officers summoned to testify failed to appear.

The law, signed by President Vladimir Putin in July, introduces fines for searching for or
accessing extremist materials online, including through VPN services. Individuals face fines
of 3,000 to 5,000 rubles ($30-$55), while those advertising VPN services can be fined up to
500,000 rubles.

It does not specify how such activity would be monitored, something that has raised concerns
among legal experts about expanded surveillance and potential abuse by law enforcement. 

Amnesty International had also decried the bill as “vague and overly broad,” warning that it
enables arbitrary enforcement.
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