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Authorities in at least 15 Russian regions are recruiting residents into a new mobilization
reserve to guard strategic infrastructure, including oil refineries targeted by Ukrainian
drones, the exiled news outlet Vyorstka reported after reviewing government recruitment
posts on VKontakte.

Announcements seeking reservists have appeared on the pages of local officials, municipal
administrations and major enterprises in regions such as Bryansk, Kaliningrad, Leningrad,
Nizhny Novgorod, Rostov, Tambov, Tula and Yaroslavl, as well as in the republic of
Bashkortostan and the Perm and Krasnoyarsk regions, among others.

The campaign follows the recent adoption of a law allowing reservists to be deployed to
protect facilities on Russian territory.

https://verstka.media/zakon-o-rezervistach-chego-zhdut-ot-nich-kriticheski-vazhnie-predpriatia
https://www.moscowtimes.ru/2025/11/04/putin-utverdil-zakon-o-prizive-rezervistov-na-zaschitu-npz-a179140


According to Vyorstka, the postings stress that reservists will not be sent to fight in Ukraine
but will remain in their home regions to guard energy infrastructure and intercept drones.

In the border region of Bryansk, volunteers are also expected to “counter enemy sabotage
groups,” help evacuate civilians and “maintain counterterrorism regimes,” according to one
post shared by a local vocational college.

Bryansk authorities are offering monthly payments of 40,000 to 100,000 rubles ($440-
$1,100) depending on rank, along with one-time bonuses of up to 300,000 rubles ($3,300).

In regions farther from the front line, payments are considerably lower: volunteers in Tula
and Bashkortostan are promised 2,000-10,000 rubles per month, plus bonuses for downed
drones; in Perm, 4,000-7,000 rubles; and in Kaliningrad, up to 6,300 rubles.

Related article: Ukrainian Drone Strikes Slash Russia’s Fuel Exports to Lowest Level Since
Early 2022 – Bloomberg

Some regions will also compensate reservists for attending training camps.

Authorities in Yaroslavl are offering 21,000-57,000 rubles per session, while soldiers in Tula
could earn up to 111,000 rubles and officers up to 150,000 rubles.

In the port town of Ust-Luga near St. Petersburg, volunteers will work two-month shifts
guarding facilities followed by two months off, with monthly earnings of 15,000-30,000
rubles.

Several posts advertise free “balanced meals” during training and weekend recreational
activities, while others highlight free medical care and medication as additional benefits.

Officials in some regions have also been holding in-person meetings to recruit potential
reservists.

Employment center staff in Krasnoyarsk and Yaroslavl have briefed job seekers on “the
advantages of contract service” and participation in the mobilization reserve, Vyorstka said.

A source in the military commissariat told Vyorstka that the Kremlin is expected to issue
directives specifying the number of reservists each region must recruit.

President Vladimir Putin signed a law on Tuesday authorizing the use of reservists to ensure
security within Russia. The legislation, fast-tracked through parliament in three readings,
allows for “special training deployments to protect critical and other life-support facilities.”

The General Staff has said that reservists will not be sent to fight in Ukraine.
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