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Oil Slick From Sunken Tankers Drifts
Toward Russia’s Black Sea Coast,
Krasnodar Governor Warns
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A massive oil slick containing around 900 metric tons of fuel oil from the December 2024
sinking of two aging tankers is drifting toward southern Russia’s Krasnodar region, regional
officials said Thursday.

Governor Veniamin Kondratyev told the regional legislature that the slick was moving toward
the key tourist and port coastlines of Temryuk and Taman, according to a televised meeting
cited by the news outlet 7x7.

He called the oil slick’s movement a “second episode” of the December 2024 incident, which
Russian authorities estimate spilled around 2,400 metric tons of fuel oil into the Black Sea.

Last month, officials said cleanup crews had finished removing fuel oil residues from the
seabed near Anapa. A federal-level emergency remains in effect over the spill, and cleanup
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efforts continue in other areas.

Satellite images recently captured what appeared to be a large dark slick in open water, which
local authorities said could be a concentration of oil products from the spill.

In response, emergency workers have begun rebuilding a 13-kilometer (8 miles) earthen
barrier along the beaches of Anapa, one of southern Russia’s most popular resort towns, to
prevent oil waste from washing ashore during autumn and winter storms.

Related article: Why Has the Black Sea Oil Spill Been So Devastating for Seabirds?

The Krasnodar regional emergency headquarters said that 9 kilometers (5.6 miles) of the
barrier were completed overnight between Wednesday and Thursday.

Independent Russian environmentalist Georgy Kavanosyan noted earlier in the day that heavy
machinery was spotted piling up sand and bags to form makeshift protective walls on Anapa’s
beaches.

“Kuban [the Krasnodar region] is preparing for possible new fuel oil discharges,” he wrote on
Telegram on Thursday morning.

Environmental experts have warned that the heavy fuel oil released in the 2024 oil spill could
linger in the seabed and coastal sediments for years, periodically resurfacing during storms
and causing long-term harm to marine ecosystems.
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